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that thou waſt a bondman in the land of 
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heebeth, to the Jew firſt, und alſo to the 
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; | 1 Eers. CogintaIANs,)ci(Hi. v. 14. But | 
= . the natural man recewveth not the things c * || 


1 1 [The Spirit of God, Jor thy are fooliſhneſs 
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. 11 is not dodge to apo- 
logiae for the public appearance of 
the following Diſcourſes: The Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, in addition to 


me care of approving themſelves, 


under God, to their reſpective con- 


gregations, are required to convince 
ſociety at large, that they ure not 
negligent in their ſacred offices. 
Hence : ariſes an” animating inter- 
change of ſentiment between the ſe- 
veral parts of the Chriſtian Commu⸗- 


CONTIN 9 | nity, 
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' mance of duty.---To a revered Be- 
nefactor this. perſuaſion more eſpe- 
cially wiſhes to convey itſelf. May. 

it impreſs him with the defire I feel 
of diſcharging, as well as L am ble 


But, perhaps, it is rather: to be 
explained, why I am thus ad ventu- 
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nity, and agate confidence i is the 


happy reſult of the known perfor- 


the truſt repoſed in me by his un- 


merited condeſcenſion“n 
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rous with any branch of a ſubjeſt 
ſo important as that of the rejection 


of ide Goſpel by the Jews and 
Greeks; 4 ſubjec̃t on which ſo 


much learning and piety have been 


ee on which (not to 


in 3ͤͥꝓ ⁵b mention 
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drawn the attention of the noble 
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mention the frequent ind full diſ- 
cuſſion of it by Eccleſiaſtical hiſ- 
torians) ſermons have occaſionally 
iſſued from a Barrow, a Tillotſon, 
| poo F Secker, and other great 


ed a the accident og me to 


; ſermon N — 


of a ſermon written by me on the 
general queſtion. Induced to think 
more particularly on what had 


Perſonage; and wiſhing to connect 
uſefulneſs with curioſity of: enqui- 


. determined to contraſt the re- 
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with-certain 


arguments 
which ſhould rather have 


impelled 
the unbe lie vers 
ceptanc 
5 e of ic 0 iter to the ac- | 
| nons were | 


the reſult of the new plan. 
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; A pulpit 


Aut toda lags 
of calling itſelf Academic, muſt 
manage its topics (however ſuſcepti- 
ble they may be of ſcholaſtick treat- 
ment) in a manner that ſhall reſpect 
the general ear. A cautious'eſtab- 
ue: _ — leading * 
8 muſt give way to 2 ſlight- 
er indication of the authorities from 
which complete evidence may he 
drawn: and, for the purpoſe of 
popular inſtruction, a 
conſequence will ſometimes be ul. 


ſumed, incommenſurate with its an- 
tecedent proofs. 7-211 Mts tl | 


8 eee 


me helps of immediate learning, 
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ae by the preſence of the Bible, 
and inſtead of the direct indulgence 
1 their general ſpirit 
wilb be more diſtantly inſinuated. 
in hon, 0 e ight elſewhere be 
bormal diſcourſes, ſupported by all 


become, 1 {an a parochial pulpit, lit- 
ile more than en or animated 
erw HY nnn 
eee the 5 * this ne- 
ceſſary caution which lay upon me, 
the notes have caught thoſe parti- 
culars 
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culars which fell from the text. 

But if any pious: reader ſhould {till 

= © lament the profane alliance which 
ſome of them will exhibit with a 

ſacred ſubje&, let him accept my 

apology in the words of St. Chryſoſ- 
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manners and conduct of nations. Ihe 
contemplation of qualities unfolding the 
charakter of indiyidual agents, ot 


ULLSLACTIO e philoſopher: how.amlt® 
i 4 collective 
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n DISCOURSE I. 


| colleflive ſurvey 8 importance! The 

power of the diſquiſition increaſes with the 
maſs of its object; and the fancy which is 
pleaſed with a partial view, is aſtoniſhed 
at an univerſal one |— 


— 


IF this Wp eee unn reſpeR to 
things, of which the tendency is merely ſo- 
cial, and if Rates and kingdoms ſo. ſtrongly 
arreſt the attention, though employing them- 
| ſelves on matters that do not exceed the 
bounds of. human policy; what hall, ve fax, 
it our minds are turned to the ol 
of a people, who, in additjon.t9 the ufs! 
arguments ariſing from this world, intereſt 
us with the more ſtriking conſequences of 
another; who affect themſelves and others, 
not only by the ordinary tendeticy of ac- 
tions as to the preſent life, bar by an that 
may be ſuppoſed io allure or r 
the" counitlefs ages of the life to come 


whoſe meaſures, whether: of wifdom or fol- 
SIN) 0 "= 


DISCOURSE 1 486 
ly, are made to carry with them a ſuperna- 


tural influence; and whale fah and unde 


71 6 15 1 . 12 A 10 


2 dee fd? . 
peculiar ai reno 
peR. We therefore invite you to follow us 
through certain parts of it, which the Deity 
ſeems to have intended as ſigns to the If- 
raclites- (* ſigns ill regarded) of his future 
intentions . the aa * 


Vie 5 12 4 10 os: " 


T, ditegas of th Jew to the — . E 
purſued him to the laſt, 4 i nas (fays Joſephus himlel, | 
of the warnings that preceded: the deftrudion. of Jeruſa- 
lem) rey ch & jeu enen Tp f. ae 
De Bello Jud. mene 1 

T9qo1q A 2 


_ © through the fainter” medium of analogy, 


W DISCOURSE ', 
Meſſiah'expeRted'by that people. Some of 
theſe ſigns will, without doubt, be deemed 
to'poſſeſs a meaning leſs obvious than other 
paſſages of ſcripture, expreſsly declaratory 
have attached ourſelves to the conſideration 
of them ; that the Old Teſtament may ad- 
miniſter 'to'the New, through all its chan- 
nels, and that the remoter evidence may 
not be loſt amid the blaze of the more im- 
mediate. For God ſought to produce the 
obedience of his people by various me- 
thods, and would either ſeem to compel af- 
ſent by the leß evitable conviftion of point. 
ed prophecies, or or to inſinuate his views 


To the more groſs of heart he addreſſed his 
diſpenſation with that openneſs of teſtimony | 
which the caſe demanded; while the more 
refined ſpirits might, irengthen their perſua- 
ſion by the interpretation of indirect events. 
That both theſe claſſes refuſed to allow its 
| Agios ; 2 A | proper 


17 
1 to either kind of evidence, is 
their crime s, and Oür aſtöniſhnment. But 
der em condu8t wi fucks k. us conides 
have drawn from certain paniulars of thei 
eee Sur 7 on 


10 
Vor to in on the ſivaller and collateral 
occurrences, -(of which, however, ſome will 


neceſſarily ariſe in the progreſs of the nur. 
ration) there are two; which we will more 


ue allot to our preſent meditation: 
1 Un t. 9 

„It is to be AIR that W 
Chriſtianity were Jews,, and that numbers of them at 
once became believers, Acts iv. 4. St. John xi. 45 
But the preſent queſtion is not of the individuals who re- 
ecived the faith; we ſpeak of the general rejeQion of it 
by the Jewiſh nation. A ſimilar remark muſt be after- 
wards applied to the Greeks. On this ſubje ſee Acts 
xvii. 4. xii. 34. and Dr. Jortin's ! Diſcourſes concerning 
Mad ue IO: Dit. 1, 4. p. 90, 
e, ff 00s oat mts yd 
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18 DISCOURSE I, | 
expires toÞ on een?) aa i 

deracy. Each of theſe diſpenſations 
8 prepared their minds for the 
reception of the Meſſiah in that character, 
which, in deſpite of reaſon and their own 
experience was ſo unacceptable to them: 
each ought to have perſuaded them that they 
were never intended for a temporal do- 
minion, but that it was a ſpiritual kingdom 
which heaven had been endeavouring to 


impreſs on their expectations from the be- 
- * | / 4 
N Wer iS — 1 7 99 


ee ee e 5 
the original mode of taking poſſeſſion of 
ſec [land by Abraham, indicated 
le Keene 8 
mould be frequently loſt; an ware}, aM Kohle · Joſe- 
phus Antiq. Jud. Lib. 4. e. 8. $ 46, See this explained 
by the ſame author, De Bello Jud. Lib. 6. c. 10. adzoe Is 


un, for. Teva, rr TeuTegov ui. 


the 
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35 DISCOURSE 1, — as * 
the future ſpirituality of its tenure? For we 
are told, that when the Lord appeared to 
him, and ſaid, ® 4 Unto thy ſeed will I give 


ee erw altar there to the 
31 2 fn! 2 10 4 40 A Lord 


ri wier 10 2th] a 634! at triad! 
Gen. xii. 3. ö 
ham offered ſacrifice on this altar ; though the patriarch is 
not repreſented as * calling on the name of the Lord,” till 
he had removed to the © mountain on the eaſt of Bethel,” 
#:'8: nor . any” facrfice deferibed till after his" rein 
from Egypt, e. xv. v. 9. Perhaps it was rather a ſudden 
euchariſtic altar, and, in purpoſe, reſembled the pillar of Ja- 
cob, Gen, xxviii. 18. and the . fn of the twelve ſtones, ® 


erected by Joſhua, Joſh. iv. 3—9: According to Mede, 
duenne was but the diſtinEHive term uſed by the Sep- 


tixigint in che room of its Pagan equivalent, Awjos. And 
that the latter did not neceſſarily involve a material facri- 
bee, may be gathered from its derivation. See Leigh's 
Ctitica Sacra in voc. wir: But whether Abraham fa- 
erificed on his altar, or not, the place, on which it had 
been built, was afterwards marked with peculiar venera- 
tion.” Set Patrick on Jolliua xiv. 25. We have alſo 
the opinion of St. Chrytonom as to the religious tendeney 
of che patriarch's conduct, though he does not ate it to 


Nn who appeared unto him: · deore 
fake of which their Canaan was firſt marked 
an undue opinion of his ſudden inheritance 
ſhould infuſe any thing of worldly pride 
into the mind of Abraham, his vanity is in- 
ſtantly checked Vn che OY. laid upon 


ning poetry to.: 2 nary ea oy 2 
vue Texpypiov* m ATTON TON TOIION, vba rue 
opus nfuubn rue Tape ru 266 AGTEPOEE, xa Tyv cu. 
puguey Tv ura Two Tuvapv exedekero. Toro yep: ecu, 
Joys Duo, avri Ts, EvXrAGyTev d rep rum 
exeyſenbevrov.. Vol. I. Aoy- AB. p. 256. Ed. Eton. It 
is true, Joſcphus makes mention of a ſacrifice, gate au- 
June, nas Wvo1ey emerenece Ty der, Antiq. Jud. Lib. 1. 
e. 7. but its time is not particulariſed. It may have been 
(if it really took place) ſome other act of worſhip (and we 
haye ſeen that there were more than one) performed by 
Abraham before his deſcent into Egypt. It is not neceſ- | 
farily the ſame of which we are ſpeaking, namely, the firſt 
expreſſion of his gratitude for the divine communication. 
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him of quitting his new poſſeſſion. There 

4 was u famine in the land, and Abraham 
% went down into Egypt to ſojourn there. 
If he returns, it is but to renew the conſe- 
_ cration'of the land by the type of the altar, 
and * amid an horror of great darkneſs, 
* which fell upon him from the Lord,” to 
hear theſe terrible words, Know. of a 
« ſurety; that thy ſeed ſhall be a ſtranger in 
4 land that is not theirs, and ſhall ſerve 
them, and 6x pg afflitt them four 
4 Nad years“ ft T3492 
. e, 213 D 18 7 $093 8 ck ic What 
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®* Gen. xi, 10. Thiy eceitous migration was bet the 
prelude to that of the * Syrian ready to periſh.” It is ob- 
fervable that the yearly confeſſion enjoined to the Iſraelites 
purpoſely recounts the miſery of their forefathers. How 
different a ſentiment from that of the Pagans, whoſe ob- 
je& it was to throw a veil of fictitious ſplendor over their 
original meanneſs, ut primordia urbium auguſtiora nn 
Livy, Praf. CIO PTY | 

1 Gen, xiii. 4—18. 2 Gen. xv. 12, 13. Wen 
might St. Chryſoſtom exclaim, while he contemplated the 
1 ; B | nature 
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What are the ſentiments to be ſuggeſted 
to the Iſraelite from the events which thus 
befel his anceſtors p Were theſe the proper 


openings of a nation that was to be (What 
it would aſpire to be) formed for temporal 


purpoſes, to be carried to their utmoſt ſplen- 


dor by an earthly Meſſiah ? Was a ſpiritual 
dedication the appropriate index of a carnal 


tined ſlavery the pledge of final and arbi- 
trary conqueſt? No the contrary intention 
of heaven was manifeſt from the earlieſt 
period of that people; and the Jews of our 
Saviour's time betrayed either groſſneſs i in 
not perceiving, or willuſnels in oppoſing 
it. To other nations it might have. been 
. to work: abt bung from meanneſs 


Keen, — „L Tt 1 N Hens * 
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to power, and to exchange original ſubmiſſion 
for ſubſequent empire. The Jews: alone 
| preſs arrangement of heaven, and variouſly 
—— n ſtep of their 
3 . 
people exeluſively doomed to temporal 
depreſſion, that they might the better know 
— ab Patron 1 
blond ach ai in bisd Jomganan ifs ai 
ungute J. e ee e 


u ννπ TW KATE THY, Eupe wm, Juneg eh nrg Kevere THY 
Se Broihaay, Ka & N NI mes auser, 
Daupiors, Y nai ea eb » 12 rene xvp. 

mrotger. Diodor. Steal. Hiſt: Lib. 16. p. 971 Vela. 
©. Mn ee wok de mne 


ee eee eee 
Jewiſh deſtination in the inſtitutions of Moſts; ho, ur 
rum 0tMuvs Te lebe TpeEnrreTo na To Yay, Lib. 16. p. 
523. Ed. Calaubs, To other; nations, religish was: but 


ſubſervient to arme; 00 the Jevs it yas their prin 
conſideration. 
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See then this opinionated: people, for 
whoſe expectations a ſpiritual Redeemer was 
leſs than a temporal dominion could ſatisfy ; 
fee them, not while-they triumph over their 
enemies, but while the Egyptians © make 
them to ſerve with rigour.“ Hear. their 
cry, not of victory, but of deſpair, while 
their lives are made bitter with hard 
* bondage, in mortar, and in brick, and 
*in all manner of hard ſervice i in the field!” 


94 


reer augured of its ultimate ſplen · 
dour; and ſufficient reaſon. had the enſlaved 
deſcendants of their enſlaved forefathers to 


believe themſelves deſtined to aar, = 
eminence }..;. RE 
Hr ed” es f 


: tk a . or ſhall u they be delivered from 
» Exod. i. 3, 14. 
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the — — e se 
marks of a triumphant eſcape: they ſhall 
paſs in ſaſety the waves that overwhelm 
their purſuers; they ſhall reach the ſpot 
of their appointed ſettlement, drive out 

the poſſeſſors of it from before them, and 


4 IS, 2 * 1 r ef 
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| Io not here a deen ſlices room for 


of their temporal greatneſs ? So far from 
it, that, as to any efficient exertion of their 
with their previous ſlavery, and the one, 
however different in appearance from the 
other, is but a part of it. Extraordinary 
people; on whom neither good nor evil 
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maintains its proper influence, whoſe tri- 
umphs and whoſe ſubmiſſions are the ſame, 
whoſe'-conqueſts' are but continuations of 
their defeats ! For by what means is their 
reſcue” effeted? Was it their own arm 
that helped them?” No: but it was * thy 
right hand, O God, and thine arm, and 
the light of thy countenance, cps thou 
had a favour to them“ » 
Wen 
Had ra been attentive enough to ” 
ſerve” the nature of the divine meſſage to 
Pharaoh, laying” the foundation of their 
eſcapd from Egypt, they might have been 
Perſuaded of the true reaſon of their deli- 
verance. For what were the grounds on 
which Moſes was commanded to ſolicit their 
liberty? Not thoſe of a temporal dominion, | 
but of a ſpiritual ſerviee. Let us go, 
ſays he, ande before Pharaoh: with the 


1 7 Niir ace. N 1. 1 


tri 14 * Pſalm =" 3. 4. 


— 


elders 


* the' Lord our God.“ The tendency of 
the original altar of Abraham is confirmed 
by the more expreſs worſhip. propoſed! by 
| Moſes; the conliſtency of the . deſigns of 
heaven towards them is manifeſt, and, whe- 
ther they leave Egypt, or ſettle in Canaan, 
the ſervice of God is the object of each 
event, and effectually bars their deſired do- 
minion of man. The miracles that follow- 

ed the unavailing remonſtrance to Pharagh, 
ought to have produced in the Jew a per - 
ſonal humiliation equal to the power chat 
came to the relief of his on impotence; 
and the various plagues that | fell upon the 
Egyptians, ſhould have ſpoken as forcibly, 
to his mind as the miſeries which he had, 
once ſuffered. at their hands: the * peſti-, 
* lence, the thunder, and the N that 
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"MY Exod. iii. 18. 
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ran along upon the ground,“ might have 
taught him the ſame leſſon which had been 
before impreſſed upon him by the © mortar, 
«the brick, and his hard ſervice in the field.” 
He could not- paſs 'the Red Sea, till God 
had given to the hand of Moſes * a rod, 
« wherewith he ſhould do ſigns.” T He muſt 
have periſhed in the wilderneſs, had-not God 
filled him with bread from heaven, I and 
«turned the flint-ſtone into a ſpringing 


_ * well”$ for his ſupport. Deſerted for a mo- 5 


ment by his Almighty protector, he became 
the ſure prey of his adverſary, becauſe 
God was not with him: nor could he ar- 
rive at the land of his reſt, unleſs the hand 
of Moſes, 1 guided by an higher power, in- 
dicated his ſuperiority over Amalek, who 
would have prevented his progreſs. 80 


* Exod. ix. 3. 3. + Exod. iv. 17. 
1 Pſalm cv. 39. 8 Palm. cxiv. 8 
| Numbers xiv. 42 C Exod. xvii. 10. 


low, 
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low, as to perſonal proweſs, was the Jew ; 
| ſo different from the kingdoms of the world 
was his own nation in the ſcale of temporal 
power. If he ſubmits to his enemies, it is 
becauſe their military acquirements are ſu- 
perior to his own: if he conquers, it is by 
miracle, e and he muſt have drawn an equal 
argument of humility from both events, 
were it not that proſperity, whatever be the 
cauſe of it, is leſs favourable to a true view 
of things than adverſity: and that one de- 
feat conveys a more faithful leſſon than a 
multitude of triumphs. | 


We have now ſeen in what manner the 
firſt ſlavery of the Jews, with its attendant 
2 e to have affected their 


eee hee ae err bee 
lar leſſon : deoc u d Tavre ralpaciv HperepuG S pr, 
ſays Joſephus, enumerating the miraculous deliverances 
of his nation. * De Bello Jud, 
Lib. 5. C. 9. 53. 4. 8 
le? c | : bers 
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minds; that it ſhould have humbled their 
deſires of a future temporal ſovereignty, 
and prepared them for a ſpiritual Redeemer 
in the perſon of their Meſſiah.“ We will 
by the propoſed conſideration of their theo · 


| Had the Iſraclites ever been intended for 
fuch a dominion as that to which they aſ- 
pired, they would have been Wee with 
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ment to aſſiſt the refutation of Julian by St. Cyril; and 
the inferior proweſs of the Jews, their ſlavery, and their 
peaceful confinement within the limits of Judea, have 
here it is hoped, a ſufficient 'reaſon offered for them. 
The above objections to the Jewiſh economy may be 
ſeen. St. Cyr. contra Jul. Vol. 2. Lib. 5. p. 176. 
recharuy To peryev —— 
dee) S deere cyaryyov, ee , er 
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tion) when at length they obtained their 
ſettlement in the promiſed land. Then, if 
to hope for ſuch a conformity between their 
natural and political condition; and, their 
expeRations being gratified with ĩhe poſ - 
ſeſſion of a country © flowing with milk and 
© honey; which are the glory of all lands.“ 
they might equally have looked to the ac> 
compliment of their wiſhes with reſpe& 
to the object which they coveted with no 
leſs ardour, a worldly authority eſtabliſhed 


in the perſon of a prince, who ſhould © go 


" ds far: rf and "WL their battles for | 
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See the opening of the 45th Book of Dio Caſſius for 
che uſe of one of theſe images indicating the pleaſures 
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R — 8 
Sad on this part of the economy, 
Heaven, ever intending: them for a differ- 

ent ſubjection, had obſerved a filence as 
cautious as their importunity would allow. 
I meanwhile, it tempted their groſſneſs 
with the alluring images of a plentiful land 
(without the influence of which they would 
have ; returned into Egypt 't) its real pur- 
poſe concerning them was of a purer na- 
ture, and a ſpiritual worſhip was aimed at 
mee the veil of ing _—_ 

C321 TI 
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t Credo equidem, ſays Spencer, vitam celeſtem Mosi 
innotuifle, eumque nonnulla ſtatum futurum ſpectantia 
verdis myſtiels et typorum nebulis involuta tradidiſſe. 
At certum est, legem Moſaicam nihil aperte et in ſum- 
3 N et 1 
" bedicatiam /prariitife N Heb. Rit. Vol. I, 
L. 1. c. 4. 
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win; che medium only, through which the 
Divine intentions are executed upon them. 
Lord was with the judge, and delivered 
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reluctance from the time of their ſettlement | 


in the | expeſted territory under Joſhua, 
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 cerning the adminiſtration. of Mofes and the Elders, but 

purpoſely fliles it a Theocracy, je Quod illi vicarium tan- 
. tum imperium gererent, et juxta Dei reſponſa vel præcepta 
rempublicam adminiſtrarent. Theocr. Jud. Praf. The 
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ſons. ' Here their unconquered ſpirit diſ- 
plays itſelf anew, and receives its chaſtiſe- 

ments in the miũſt of the gratificution in- 
dulged to it. Make us a king,“ ſay they; 
diſdaining their proper polity, and coveting 
that of the Gentiles, that we alſo may be 
like all the nations.“ In vain does the 
prophet endeavour to diſſuade them from 
this intention ſo incompatible with their other 
terrifying picture + of their certain ſuffer. 
ings, if they perſiſted in the demand of a 
government originally: denied to them by 
the arrangement of Heaven. Their cry is, 
& Nay, but we will have a king to rule 
over us. f At length, then, ſee them in 
poſſeſſion of their wiſnes. They have a 
king: but a king in appearance only. Hea- 
ven is till their akku ruler. The name, 
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indeed, of the ſovereignty is changed; but 
ſecondary governors. They are appointed 
to their office by the choice of Heaven, ex- 
preſsly declared by the prophet of the Lord; 
and hold it till its forfeiture is again figni- 
Samuel betrays the ſubordinate authority 
of Saul, while he pours the vial of conſecra · 
tion on his head. Is it not becauſe. the 
Lord bath anointed thee. to be captain 
© over. his, inheritance p t As arbitrarily 


For the gradual diminution of the theocracy, | ſce 
| Spencer, Theoe. Jud. Lib. 1. c. 4. ſect. 2. but, however 
obſcuret] it gave a certain light down, to the time of 
Chriſt. The great eclipſe of the theocracy ſeems to have 
taken place under Solomon, when the throne, from being 
elective, became hereditary, the reſponſes ceaſed to be 
given from the urim, and the ark, no longer attendant 
on their journeyings or warfare, was confined to the 
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does 
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does it again mark the diſſolution of that 
authority, in the tremendous declaration; 


The Lord hath rent the kingdom from 
„the this day, and hath given it to a 
. of n chat is mand 
ae EG of OTIS += 
Thus held in effeftual . 
vatchſul theocracy, was the ſpirit of tem · 
poral dominion ſo fondly entertained by the 
Jews. The ſurrounding nations, having no 
peculiar deſtiny to fulfill, were at liberty 
to-eſtabliſh for themſelves that form of 


* x Sam. xv. 28. The theocracy of the Iſraclites, even 
under their later kings, is farther illuſtrated by the man- 
ner in which Elijah put to death the prophets of Baal, in 
oppoſition (as it ſhould ſeem) to Ahab, who was preſent 
on the occafion, 1 Kings xviii. and alſo by the enquiry - 
which Ahab makes of the prophet, 1 Kings xx. 14. who 
ſhould order the battle, not preſuming to take the com- 
mand upon himſelf, till he had been particularly appoint- 
ed to it by God. | 


government 
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(if. happily they might attain 
it) which nature and the welfare of ſociety 
ſeem to have marked out, from the earlieſt 
times, as the point, from whence: the prin- 
ciples of | honour and reQitude delight to 
begin their career among mankind.“ But 
the Jews, whoſe adminiſtration had been ſur 
pernatural from the beginning, and'to whom 
a worldly ſovereignty was denied, becauſe of 
the en ee in their enn race, of 


$i nn 
. © Certainly i it is not our « with to involve ourfelves | in any 


but Jewiſh politics. However, we cannot refrain from vin. 


dicating the ſentiment of the text, by referring the reader 
to Polybius's Circle of Governments, Apyy BATIAEIAE 
vera N Tore pr EVWOLE YIYVETRL Tu HAAS Ka Tixatre 
Ta; evlpwro, K. Relliq. Lib. 6. c. 5. Ed. Schweigh. 
pable of affording to the Jews any model of defirable roy- 


alty. But the caution of Moſes ſought to remedy the abuſe . 


of ſupreme power, common to the Eaſt, and would have 
brought down the Jewiſh ſovereign to the wholeſome limi- 
tations accepted by a legal king. Compare Deut. xvii, 
14, &c. with Joſephus, Antiq. Jud. Lib. iv. e. 8. ſect. 17. 
bs: eee de To; (ſeil. Baorkevs) To ev vou, &. 
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Him whoſe kingdom was not to be of this 
© world,” were to be governed in a diffe- 
rent manner. They were the proper ſub- 
jefts of an inviſible power;+ and, by infiſt- 
ing on the oftenſible authority of an inde- | 
pendent throne, reaſoned amiſs on their very 
peculiar fituation, and ſacrificed at once 
their faith and their good ſenſe. The ven- 
geance of Heaven on this rebellious con- 
duct was ſoon diſplayed among them: the 
theocratic guidance was gradually dimi- 
niſhed, and, after a certain diſplay of an in- 
efficient ſovereignty, the forbidden kings 
and their miſguided people were carried to- 


* St. Jobs welt 36. 
ce ce ety hilar tamil Gb: 
ditos, Theoc. Jud. Lib. 1. c. 1. ſe&. 3. and thus accounts 


for their crime in deſiring a change of government. Re- 


gem petentes graviter peccarunt, & Deum vehementer | 
offenſum reddiderunt, non quod imperium regium, ſimplici- 
ter ſpectatum, ei diſpliceret, ſed quod imperium regium, 
dura licet ſervitute redemptum, regimini ſuo æquo lenique 

præferendum exiſtimarent, Lib. 1. c. 4. ſect. 3. 


gether 
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vided Judah ſoon followed; and both were 
condemned to the ſame puniſhment for 
their common crimes.* 


We dave now ſtated what was 9 | 
for our / preſent meditation. The earlieſt 
periods. of the Jewiſh hiſtory look forward 
to the ſpiritual character of Him who came 
* the, King of the Jews; and Heaven 

would have conveyed to that people, by 
numberleſs indications, that their Meſſiah 
ſhould one day appear in the manner which 
at length did actually diſtinguiſh him. Some 
of. theſe indications (taking the collateral 


. Regni muna inter triſtes mutti regiminis eventus nu- 
merari debet. Nam poſt paucos annos, tota natio in duas 
factiones ſeceſſit, bellis frequentibus ſe mutuo atterentes, - 
donec pars utraque tandem regibus ethnicis in prædam 
caderet. Captivitatibus preſſi ſunt luQuoſis Iſraclitz, 
quas nunquam experti fuifſent, fi a ſummo ſuo rege & 
domino non deſciviſſent. Theoc. Jud. c. 4. ſe, 3. 
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and the primary ones together) were, as we 
have ſeen, the original conſecration of their 
land to ſpiritual purpoſes, the prediction of 
their Egyptian ſlavery, cruſhing. their tem- 
poral dominion 1n its very cradle, the rigo- 
rous execution of that prediction, their re- 
ſcue from ſlavery, by power not their own, 
and their final government, either by judges 
wanting the ſplendor of kings, or by kings, 
who, in fact, were nothing more than vice- 
. | dg 


% 


\ Theſe we conceive to be ſo many argu- _ 
ments againſt the temporal dominion of 
Chriſt. But if the inference to be drawn from 
them is already ſo ſtrong, we will, in the 
next Diſcourſe endeavour. to enforce it by 
ſome additional obſervations ariſing, indeed, - 
for 'the moſt part, from a different quarter, 
but not leſs propitious to the purpoſe Wich 


we have in view. 
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—THOU, ART AN _ HOLY PEOPLE .UNTO 


THE LORD THY cop. 


IN the preceding Diſcourſe, we endea- 
voured to point out ſome of the leſs obvi- 
ous reaſons that might have perſuaded the 
Jews to the acceptance of Chriſt, from the 
peculiar nature of their political condition, 
Leaving the uſual tract of proof, nor urg- | 
ing 


>. 
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ing afreſh the dire authority of prophe- 


cies accompliſhed, we entered into the 
more remote deductions to be drawn from 
certain important parts of their hiſtory, and 
ſought to ſtrengthen the acknowledged 
force of more expreſs teſtimony, by the 
auxiliary concluſions of analogy. In ſhort, 
we endeavoured to ſhew, that, from their 
pepetual want of national conſequence, they 
ought to have expetted in their Saviour, the 
very character with which he finally came; 
that they muſt have been convinced (had 
they reaſoned rightly on. the peculiarity of 
their ſituation) that his kingdom would ne- 
ceſſarily be, not of this world, but of ano- 
ther. 


"0 we ſhould appear to have had any ſuc- - 
ceſs in eſtabliſhing that .argument, we will 
now endeavour to ſtrengthen the conviQtion 
which it affords, by one drawn from a dif- 
wr ſource, but of a tendency preciſely 
the 
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nominy of their politics, we will now pro- 
ceed to argue from the aſcendency of their 

religion. Each of theſe arguments will 
equally contribute to the cauſe which we 
mean to ſu pport. Their abaſement in one 
condition will be explained by their ex- 
altation in another: their political humi- 
lity will coaleſce, in purpoſe, with their re- 
ligious ſuperiority ; ; and on both ſides, the an- 


ticipation of a ſpiritual dominion in the 
Meſſiah will neceſſarily appear; _uninter- 


. temporal degradationꝰ cutting off all 
| beat. 


. Perhaps this may ſcem too firong an expreſſion and 
liable to be contradicted, both by the duration (not an 
unimportant one) of the regal government of Iſrael and 
Judah, and by certain ſubſequent diſplays of national 
power. Julian, who muſt have wiſhed to prove their per- 
petual ſervitude, has yet confeſſed, that exadij eCxomev- 
byoav, prtyoav Ev TYV kf, ul EVEWLYYoav, AYE 
Teo; Te rREαE=a og er]. St. Cyr. contra Jul. Lib. 6. p. 

210. 
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reaſonable hope of a future worldly Feng 
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„ 5 | 
ertions in war productive of a ſtate of independence. 
| Quorum vires tantæ fuere, ſays he, ut poſt hunc (Antio- 
chum) nullum Macedonum regem tulerint, domeſticiſ- 
que imperiis uſi, Syriam magnis bellis infeſtaverint. Lib. 
36. c. 1. But their independence was apparent only. 
The theocracy (of which neither of theſe writers dreamt) 
was ſtill, in a oertain degree, continued over them: the 
kings were liable to the ever-recurring controul of the 
- prophets of the Lord; and the captivities (whether to 
Babylon or Rome) which by the Divine appointment, 
followed thoſe periods of fancied empire, evinced a ſub- 
jection (not yet done away) to an extraneous and ſuperior 
adminiſtration. For a chronological difference as to the 
duration of the regal government of the Jews, com- 
pare Joſephus Antiq. Jud. L. 10. c. 8. F. 4. with 
Lactantius L. 4. c. 5. What a ſtrange notion of Dio- 
dorus Siculus (who had beſtowed ſo much attention on 
the affairs of that people) that the Jews never had a 
king |! BaoiMee, ue, underore ru Iv3dauy veve de. 
Eclog, Lib. 40. The ſame thought occurs in Dio Caſ- 
| >; 5 
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preſcribed to them from the beginning, 
equally pointing out the nature of its conti- 
nuation under the remaining condutt of 
Heaven towards them; equally determin- 
ing the peculiar ſenſe in which they ought 
to have interpreted the title, to them fo am- 
biguous, of © 'Jeſus TIES! er 
2 FF —_— 


* * e che earlier with eher oe. 
ment of the Jews, merges the whole of their ſovereignty 
in a priefihord. or yag T Bariazv o uveuatoy. 
Lib. 37. e. 15. p. far. Vol. 1. Ed. Reimar. [Juſtin ex- 
preſſes the ſame error in a ſtill ſtronger manner. Semper 
exinde (that is, from the royal prieſthood of his Arnas, the 
ſon of Moſes, (he means Aaron) hic mos apud Judæos 
fuit, ut eoſdem reges et ſacerdotes haberent; quorum 
juſtitia religione permixta, ineredibile quantum coaluere ! 
Lib. 36. c. 2. On the contraty, the object had ever 
been to keep theſe functions ſeparate ; the prieſthood was 
given to the ſeed of Aaron excluſively, eTees de ric gevog 
88 ay Baoikevg wv TUxn Tevteodau rue ige. The 
. 64 ee rule, r 
DOI an; Jud. Lib. 20 e to. 09 
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E is yainto argue (as the erring fond - 
tain/exprefſions/ employed in their firſt call, 
and from ſome ſubſequent inſtrubtions con- 
_ cdxning their conduft in the land of pro- 
miſe, to the great temporal ſtrudture which 
e ene -ere&t on the | foundation 
of thoſe paſſages. All reaſoning on this ſab» 
g jekt might be 1 at once, by ſtating 
. che ket. which "we have alread; y proved, 
i chat, inſtead, of the worldly CLE to 
Which they aſpired, they. were perpetually 


_  AMliffed" wien worldly"deprefiiony" that not 


Sa were they not like the 6bjeRts of their 
ad uncealing e envy, "the ſurrounding monar- 
. chien, but were always ſubjefted to their do- 

minion; or; if preſerved from it, preſerved 
by means equally declaratory of their own 


| weaknels : and when, by the eſtabliſhment | 
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of a ſimilar po lity, they wiſhed to rival the 
power of dhe Gentile kings, ſuch an inde- 
pendence was denied. to them; and from 

. the 


F 
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nors (by whatever names they might be 
called) their incapacity for abſolute rule 
was unequivocally expoſed. But we may 
add, that the general ſpirit pervading the 
repreſentation of the economy of that peo- 
| ple, wiliiates-400 Atongly againſt the par- 
ticular conſtruſtion in queſtion, and the evi 
. dence for the religious nature of their ei · 
— tabliſhment, remains iu full force; notwith- 
ſanding the occaonal and indilpeolable 
mention of a worldly authority. To their 
inheritance: indeed, they were to be intro- 
duced amid the appearance of temporal 
power. This was inevitable, on account of 
che neceſſary ooncurrence of human agency 
with the mixed plan of Providence. But 

wwe heritage once acquired, the temporal 
power was reſtrained by. an immediate 
1 and the land of their reft (as 


des Patrik on Gen. xv. 18, + Deut. xii, 9. 10. 
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48 
2 emphatically termed) was to afford 


anxiety of command, ſhewing n, 
. * eee eee Nan 
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them a oeſſation, not only from paſt ſlavery, 


but nm the 
mention of their worldly authority, is di- 
realy the reverſe of the ſtatement of their 
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n Spencer. Theoc: Jud, c. 3. And Joſephus, makes 
che dying Moſes utter this wiſh : ere R chlor wehe de Kea” 


eo c (ſeil. 740) jure e\yorgn, Rec. tee. Antiq. Jud. 
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. - Prophetic regulations are eſſentially: dif- 
33 ſecular inſtitutions. Man, look- 
ing forward but a little, ſelefts what things 
God, who, ſeeing beyond the preſent ſcene 
of things, knows the entire train of human 
events, authoriſes certain appointments, 
which, did not the waywardneſs of genera- 
tions to come demand them from his provi- 
dence, he would not have permitted. Aware 
that the paſſions of its creatures will, in 
their progreſs, produce particular conſe- 
quences, Heaven takes up the conſequences 
themſelves before they arrive, and indulges 
by this moral anticipation, what, conſidered 
apart from ſuch necality, it would have 
warned: | 


beck is the Gen SED w 3 
ſcience of God and the ignorance of man; 
| a dit. 
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« difference, which alone can explain, with 
the Jewiſh polity, that would otherwiſe ap- 
pear contradiftory and-inexplicable : which 
reconciles the promiſe to Abraham, © Kings 


plaint, „ They have rejected me that I 


. ſhould» not reign over them it which 
makes 1 x the con. 


ona N . 
1708 IKF- 7 10 0 * e vii. 56. eie 
© + x 8am, vi 7. Tbe.opinionof Grotiuaon the ſubjec 
of the Jewiſh Kings, ſeems to be erroneous. On Deut. 
xvii.” 14. (ſee the next vote he ſcruples not to ſay, Lice- 
Zur ergo ipſis (I fraelitis) regem expetere, ſed non quo tem- 
pore interregem habebant a Deo conſtitutum. Pe's Sy- 
nopfis contains a better interpretation of the paſſage. Va- 
ticinium hoc eſt —which juſt idea is thus explained in ano- 
ther place, the verſe before that quoted in the text, Non 
mandavit Deus creari regem, ſed preedixit cos velle regem 
expetere. See Grotius again on Judges vii 23. and on 
Gen. xvii. 6. where a proud liſt is 6 had 
. n 
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queſt of places beyond thei limits of che pro · 
miſedland* intelligible; together with the 
condition of reſting from all future war 
when once poſſeſſed of it. Had the Jeu 
naſe in this manner he would have 
exhibited at once a better comprehenſion of 
his law, and a docility of temper enſuring to 
himſelf the continuance of the divine: fa · 
your. But either his dulnels, or his ſuppoſ- 
ed intereſt prevented him. Either he could 


not Pech de diſtnftion- fo eißp u be 
e en ai enen mii To gulf 

| . e eee the forbidden 
Kings, occur Deut. xvils, 14. . A law, [canccived. in 

a ſimilar ſpirit, reſpecting the altar of ſtone,” is given 

Exod. xx. 25. Compare this wich the chapter "be 
lege altare terreum ſtatuente, Spencer De Leg. Heb. 
Rit. Lib. 2 & 5. If the reader will not reſent a re- 
ference to rather a vulgar illuſtration of this extorted per- 
miſſion, he may ſee it in St, Chryſoſtom. Vol. 6. «ere 
Leben. Ae. 4. p. 318,” Kas nedwrey Irrer, &, * 
ee algen 88 | ras '/ G's M03 
$$: NA, io? hut 


e the Jewiſh" hiſtory in eur ef 


„and obſtinately dwell on'the poſſeſ- 


ions of this world, in preference to thoſe 


glorious proſpects that would have opened 
upon him from another. wt nem Hand 


* 75 166 8 8 
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But to paſs from theſe fainter appearances arances 
of reaſoning; to the more convincing facts 


korded us in their hiſtory - 


bluoo od 10H - mid bone +919 Agr9rn by 
TPheſe will be of two forts: the firſt con - 
ſiſting of religious inſtitutions in the ab- 
r the ſecond-exhibiting the connec- 

tion of religion with their politics, and the 
mana ſuperiority of the ang 
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-'The examples fv Ree} to us | from every 
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mand of a king, to the want of a right comprehenſion 
of, his law. Verba legis perperam intellecta. Theoc. 
Jud. &. 4. 6. 3 
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the firſt part of our argument, are ſo-nume- 
rous and ſtriking, that the difficulty is, not 
to find, but to ſelect. The briginal call of 


that people in the perſon of Abraham, 
(conſeſſedly meant as the preſervative of a 
certain race from an otherwiſe univerſal 
idolatry®) ſtamps the future charafter of 
their eſtabliſhment, and as evidently de- 

ſtines them to religious pre-eminen Mo 
did the ſlavery, which followed it, to tem- 
poral ſubjection. And, indeed, what was 


See Patrick on Gen. xi. 31. Maimonides, befides his 
Abraham's circumciſion; Patrick on Gen. -xvii. 7. faid- 
of the entire law of Moſes, Manifeftam habent utilitatem 
omnia ]egis præcepta & interdicta, idololatriam & quicquĩd 
illi adhzeret, ad eam permovet, aut pertinet, prohibentia. 
Spencer, De Leg. Heb, Rit. Lib. 1. e. 1. ſeck. 2. The 
myſtieiſm of Philo Judæus on the terms employed in the 
call of Abraham, Gen. xii. 1. may be worth obſerving, 
Tyv ren yag ** vv,” guha roc, Tw Te © guſyevacy,” a 
oews, Toy Te © Te Tao; o, N cupboncv eu g- 
EeEyre. They aromas, Vol. i. p. 436. Ed. Mangey: 
. 5 7 . 


renewal; Nehemiah x. 29, , 


DISCOURSE . II. 


the objeRt of the law, preſented to them at 
a latex, period, but a revival a and, extenſion 
is aan intended by the firſt compa 
of, circumciſion 7. What was fo, anxiouſly 
derer upon them, as the declaration that 


{God wow. eſtabliſh his coyenant with 


chem, to.give them the land of Capaan ?"* 
| But what was its obyious and declared mean- 
ing? And how did this 5 renewal of the Divine 


HOT OT 


intentions. towards. the. otherwiſe afflited 
Iſraelites explain itſelf in their progreſs to to 


the promiſed inheritance? A covenant muſt 


have ty parts; and if Jehovah gives the 


Jes a country, he muſt, be underſtood; to 
require ſomething of them in return. This 


obligation is purely religious: Thou ſhalt 
« keep, t therefore, his ſtatutes and his com- 


* mandmepts, that it may go well with thee, - 
and that thou mayeſt. prolong: thy. 0 4 


* 8 _ earth, en, aan, 
* Foy th 4-4 Set he of ior ls 
FIT. 40 giveth 


. 4 
14 


. 


pPiscobnsz 1. ok YL 
„ giveth the.“ Previous protein is en- 
titled to ſubſequent gratitude; and that gra- 
titude | is entirely denoted to be of a pious 
nature; to diſplay itſelf, not in abs of car- 
«nal authority, but of ſpiritual worſhip; ; not 


to affect the ſovereignty of n man, but to Der 
form the will of God. , f 


: 


1 us again in the account of the ap- 


4110 1443 


pearance of God to Moſes in the burning 
buſh.+ In this ſolemnity, the token promiſed 
to him that the people under his guidance, 
 ſhouldreally find the deliverance of which 


he had deſpaired, was drawn from no image 
of worldly ſplendor ; : it reſulted neither 


WY WO IOAY Compare this with, the repeal 
terms of the covenant made with Abraham, Gen, xvii. f 


8, 9. Seo che effect of t the violation oft, Nehemiah i ix, 
46, WA | 
+ Exod. il. 2, 12. e eee 
this buſh, Lunge yap 6 Kaopevos arQs, Ke. De Vita 
Mos, Vol. 2. Lib. 8-91. 
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from a battle won, nor from a throne eſta- 
bliſhed ; but it was a token characteriſtically 
religious. When thou haſt brought forth 
« the people out of SYP. ye ſhall ſerve 
“god upon this mountain.” Events, which, 
to any other nation, would have been no- 
thing more than caſual and ſecular, ſuddenly 
drop their wonted nature in behalf of the 
Jew, and evince his ſpiritual deſtiny. His 
| eſcape from Egypt affords the reaſon of his 
entrance into Canaan; and the poſſeſſion of 


his hope is ſtamped with the charakter of 
his e from miſery. 


5 But we are 5 danger of dwelling too 
long on what muſt be already evident. 
Therefore we will not expatiate on the ce- 
leſtial Majeſty which inveſted mount Sinai“, 
on the nature of theſe precepts that de- 
ſcended from it; precepts, having no affinity 
with the would ambition which oy en- 


* Exod, n. 16. 


tertained, | 
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tertained, but leading the hearers to a two- 
fold duty towards heaven and earth.? We 
will be equally brief in noticing the prepa- 
rations for a viſible emblem of the divine 
preſence to be eſtabliſhed among them, the 
building of the tabernacle under the eſpe- 
cial direction of heaven, f the ſanctification 
of Aaron and his ſons to its ſervice} the 
ſubſequent dedication of the entire tribe of 
Levi, d with the deſcent of the glory of the 
Lord on the houſe which he had eſtabliſhed 
among his choſen people] the growing 
pomp which attends the ark under the care 
of e and the en of his piety 
a ARES PPT POPE 9 
era era ruro r adog atoOauona QDavhoryTHCL, was TB; 


Fo an ee antiac N contra 
15 Lib. 5 p. 153. 


t Exod. xxxv. + apy 4 Exod. xl 13. hy 
5 Number iv. 2. 5 I Numbers ix. 3. 


on 31.24 41 Chron. xv. 6. A + EW. - 
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in che magniftcent temple of Sclowof. s 


All theſe are ſhining and incontrovertible 
marks of the ſuperior account in which re- 


| 00 was intended to be held by chem ;# 


: 1 cs, 1. That the . eee, 
of the temple flowed from no motive of worldly ambition, 


| but was due to religion alone, may be ſeen in Spencer De 


Leg. Heb. Rit. vol. 2. 1. 3. c. 2. diff, 6. 11 was fo built, 
fays he, Ut rudis Hebræorum populus (qui de rebus & af. 
pectu judicavit) excellentem ſummi Dei majeſtatem ex 
ipſa templi magnificentia æſtimaret, et Deus cultuſque I 


roſe a altem paraſangis Gentilium/ numina et fem, 


et templum ejus corum delubra anteire videretur. | 


| f ſtrongly the Heathen writers repreſent the reli- 


jou baſt of the Jews! Thy h Yeuy obd ku Th 
ſays Dio Caſſius, va Je Tie 1wogvpug oe680w. od ayahue 


oudev- tv evT01G Tore Lepooraumes e£7x0v* ippyTov Ts Ty na 


dey eurov vouZovTes ava, TEMoooTaTa avipuruv Dp 


xevecs. Vol. 1. Lib. 37. c. 17. p. 122. And Tacitus thus 


expreſſes himſelf concerning them, Judzi mente ſola, 


unumque numen intelligunt. Profanos, qui Deum ima- 


Sw de) ts ood eat * TOY 
Summum il lud et eternum, neque mutabile, neque interiturum, 
Hiſt. Lib. 5. c. 5. Wonderful that theſe writers were not 
ſtruck with awe at the ſublimity of their own words! 
$15 | N and 


DISCOURSE u. 59 
having bag originally choſen, and af- 
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and having been originally « 
— protected for this eſſential purpoſe, 
they | had N reaſon to look forwa ard to, 
BY P: ropriate continuance of their condi- 
tion; and, on this ground, as well as the 
"hs of their, deficiency i in political impor», 
tance, , to, have expected in Chriſt, not a 
temporal, but a more ne A * 
oa, Redeemer. REN 


"Theſe, — 'k which we __ Gat eln 
merated, are poſitive and expreſs. inſtitu- 


tions, directly enjoined and leſs mingled 
with the other events of their hiſtory, But 


„ 


in thoſe caſes tog, where their temporal 
and ſpixitual concerns are blended, it is 
equally eaſy, to detach. the one from the 
other, and to point out, as we propoſed in 

the ſecond place, the conſtant predominance 
of i the divine 221 over oe N 
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© In the' wilderneſs of Sinai, ſoon! afier their 
4 from the land of Egypt, the people 
of Iſrael, in purſuance of the Divine 
command, are numbered and arranged 
in martial order according to their tribes.® 
But was the true purpoſe of this muſter 
a military one? To prove the contrary, it 
would be ſufficient to ſay, that their war- 
fare, taken in its general ſenſe, was but 
the medium through which the eſtabliſh- 
ment of a purer worſhip than had hi- 
therto obtained, was to be effected in the 
promiſed land. But there is an interior 


reaſon for this diſplay of arms; for the 


eſpecial object of the arrangement was the 


| guardianſhip of the newly erefted taber- 


nacle.+ The numbering of the people by 


David, ,at Anothet time and without this re- 
| © ligious 


Numbers i. 1. 1 Numbers i. 50. i. x7. Quid 
autem Moſes Iſraelitas eo quem dixi ordine collocari, 
voluit, nifi ut omnia, ad uſitatum caſtrametationis modu- 


weed punihmest unlänibved ar t ms * 
by. their-uſual faktgiard;/the- eu 
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than uſual in his examination of the thinefeld Grein | 
exeitiſed by Jehovah 6ver the Jews. e por ot 


þernacle as erected to him in his political. chara 
king, employed in holy fervice bo him as God, and . 
with the armies of Iſract br him as.” Land" oro. 2th 


ſhort, it was at once a palace, a temple, and a pravorian 
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tent.— The claſſical attachment of the writtt is every 
where buy; and now and then the Jewith Jekdviti be- 
comes unawares the Pagan Verte: o Rnibrtg: 
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— faritick Gene intanedniporany c- 
tue permitted bii account of the relapſe of 
the choſem vac into y.* The afflic- 
min of lfrael is not ſor the victory, but for 
the ark won by che Philiſtines;/ It is the 
. ofilyipledge” of their eſtabliment; and, if 
. "they regain it, it is bepanſe their enemies 
are miraculouſly affected, and com pelled by 
Heaven to reſtore it. HI gain, they reach 
che Jordan in military array: but is it by 
 thilſtary comrivaice that the river is forded ? 
No: the e by the attendant 
holineſs of. the ark F and "what is is denied to 
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5 ak een manner in which their 


hiſtory was conducted, they might have 


learnt to appreciate the alternate agencies of 
which it was made to conſiſt : not to blend 
in one undiſtinguiſhing view, its ſpiritual 


lous aſſiſtance from the operation of the ha- 
tural arm, and attribute to each its juſt ef- 


fett. The eeleſtial ſupport, truly afforded to 


different from that of the fabled aid lent 


by the Pagan ſuperſtition to its votaries. 
When the auxiliar deities of the latter are 
repreſented as deſcending and fighting on 
their fide, the effect on their minds (what- 
ever were their views on other accounts, in 
the acknowledgment of a ſupernatural ſer- 
99 might yet be a real ara that it 


ws | Was 


- Had em PPE curious 
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„ 
was to their on proweſs they were · debt 
ed for victory. For here the ifeigned-aflil- 
tance exactly correſponds with the previous 
eſſorts of him Who is relieved by it! The 
attendant Deity aſſumes the ſame attitude 


p1scouRse,-1. 


not ſufficiently diſtinguiſhable from the pri- 


into one: and the vanity of the 


| hs ap be well ſuppoſed to ſwal- 
loot up in mik the accordant vid of; the 
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If we had no ſuch circumſtantial belief of the ac- 
8 - a * 2 $ 


tual conflicts of the Pagan Gods, as we ſee in Juſtin, 
Lib, 20. c. 3. and Florus Lib. 1. e. 11. it might be 
inferred perhaps from the antient adoration of 5 bo 


* 40 nns 
dien. | 


ſame: the actions are perſectly alike; the | 
auxiliary arm becomes homogeneous: with 


mary. Hence the natural blending of both 
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Let us try dhe victories of the Jeu hy 
-this teſt, and ſee how different a concluſion 
is to be drawn from the compariſon, The 
aſſiſtance vonveyed to them; is eſſentially 
diſtinct from any exertions of their on, 
from any diſplay of natural power. It is at 
once impotent and efficient: it ſeems with 
out virtue, but is omnipotent. The ex- 
| tended rod of Moſes, producing the over- 
| pearance of force, poſſeſſes no affinity with 
the known inſtruments of deſtruction. R 
nature will aſſimilate neither with that of an 
exterminating ſword, nor an- overwhelming 
Wave. er iebrs e by it „ 
aloof from the efforts of man, Wat.” 7 
but Jewiſh inattention ſlumber into a con- 


— 


= Compare the characteriſtick 1 In Which the 
Red Sea is divided, with the general ind unimpreſſive 
fiction of the ſelf-ſeparated Numicius. Silius Italicue, 
Lib. 8. 196 &c, and Ovid Faſt. Lib 3. p. 65ã2 . 
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. * us takin to ROY 
ſubſequent viRories. In the battle ſo cha - 
rateriſtically deſcribed,” between Amalek 
and Iſrael, by what means is the former ſub- 
dued ꝰ Moles, who: ſtands on a hill at a diſ- 
from any human means of conveying aſſiſ- 
tance); is to be had in perpetual remem- 
brance, the mode of: exhibiting e not 
leſs _ than: the relief elſe is 
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ebene ene n in 
between the divine, -records and, the be fag f 
When Moſes demands from l ce 
| HiGuld be ths" delecder of Tirdet froth Epi, ene 
| cones a ſerpent, and a rod again, and ks band is ſuddenly 
leprous and as ſuddenly whole; Exod. iv 3. 6. Compare 
theſe-with the two fene which Homer, Faſt "OLA 
nr mn Mein e toy. 
In the former the figns are appropriate ; 8 308 
NE aaa e Head Gra therks 
" fore well announce celeſtial aid. The ſame cannot bo 
| faig of * thunder heard ere and. the voice of a | 
© woman, employed. at the mill.” Compare with "this 
view, — 3 ef, Gideon by the fleece of wool alter It alter 
wet and dry. Judges vi. 3: To the above ff gns in- 
" dulged to Moſes, there is another added by Joſephus. 
nedevdar Ze na ruhen eros MR x ex: Hy v ane, 
. 0p, Tyv xpoav tere, Yevopemy. "Antiq . Jud. 174 
2. C. 12. ſeck. 3 3. „But this ſeems 1 — 5 fir bi 
nee, 2s it 1 not the doable 2 ion of the p pre- 
ceding prodigies. Philo Judzus rhentions this thi rd fign ign, 
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few vs impellec on all fides' to ol on 
hitnſelf as u creature intended for piety, not 

for empire: and therefore, that he ſhould 

5 have expetited a" ſpiritual, in preference to 
x tetporal, Meſſiah,” To this yore 
v3 have! led him boch by the perpetual e. 
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> of his worldly conſequence, weay- 
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his rod and right hand were the never-failing memo! | 

of the will of Heaven. mee de exoeqeohar ken en 1 

191 bee De Vita Mol, Lib. 1: p. 93 Vol. 2. Tho as 

9 85 es hold out this ſign, not for the conviction of Moles, 
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Dise OUR 11. & 
where the natural is combined for him with 
the ſupernatüral, and Where the Divine aid 
comes in to reheve, in à manner new and 
peculiar, the inſufficiency of his OH arm. 
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If ve. had not already ſa much proof in 
our hands, what additional conviction might 
not be offered us by the contewplation, of 
the ſuperiority of the religion over the po- 
well as of importance; by a view of the 
two inſtitutions, not only while they ſubſiſted 
together, but while one failed, and the other 
continued to proſper !® Their ſecular eſta- 
carried into captivity: but the better charac- 
teriſticks of religion were preſerved to them, 


* It is obſervable, that, after the reſtoration of their 
public worſhip by the building of the temple under Da- 
rius, they were obliged to pray for the life, and conſe- 
quently for the continuance of the political power, of the 
Gentile, family ”—_— held them in 6 Ezra, 
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WI have feen what were the reaſons all” 


ing both from the political and religious con- 


dition of the Jews, to prepare chem for the 


true character in which. their Meſſiah ſhould 
at length appear. From the ſingular - de- 
Per that had marked the one, they 
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| „e This inference we find. to, be | 
They were 6 KY AO by che 
choice of -Heaveu, and in conformity with 
their ancient experience, he was ſent with the 


reſt of mankind to partake. of its privileges, 
(unde they had never been the objebts of the 
antecedent revelationa) till the Jews had re- 
jeſtad their proper Goſpel, and, by that re- 
jection, given room ſor the admiſſion of 
1 n bu, ee. Senden | 
CE CO 14 FP 10 anew}? 
the ed za  horuRit: warts full bobs 
We might now proceed to conſider at 
large the cauſes from which this rejettion 

may be thought to have ſprung. But, as it ĩs 
not our N to enumerate the many that 
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world was deſtined to receive; nor Were he 
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have been adduced-e we vill ſel6R-foine 
eee ed fra: its leading influ- 
ence in day Sage bi ear 
wo repteſent the reſl. Nee it = TOY 45 


904 e eee 2d een N ais wad 
Shall r that it was. PI 
nary wickedneſs of the Jews; which produced 
the. dire effect, and that che purity of the 
X Goſpel: was too hoſtile- to the prevailing 
iniquity to have any probable chance of fuc- 
ceſs ?F Or, if this be thought incompetent, 
ſhall we adopt another notion, and ſuppoſe 
chat the Jewiſh people would not have re- 
mained- thus unbelieving, but that the in- 
fluence of their rulers occaſioned the reſu- 
ſal; 2 Tee aprs (apt ban een 
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eee given ee in e 
« Diſcourſes concerning the Truth of the Chuilian Reli-. 


„ gion.” Conſult alſo Biſhop Kidder's ** Demonſtration 
« of the Meſſiah,” Vol. a. e. 1. &e, for a number of the 
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DISCOURSE III. —5 
po the aſcendency in the ſtate, might 
retain the advantage of their ſuperior ſia· 
tions Pe We will not enter into a. diſcuſſion 

of either of theſe cauſes, but will build our 
_ diſcourſe on another, more charaReriſtick 
than the. firſt; more univerſal than che ſe⸗ 
cond. We mean to be underſtood of a fa- 
tal and preconceived notion of a temporal 


ſovereiguty. falſely e e e 
from theiy ſeriptares.. 


The prophets, in their anticipations 61 
the coming of Chriſt, pouring forth, from 
the fullneſs of inſpiration, all the circum- 
ſtances attendant on his miſſion, whether 
they were ſplendid or hamiliating, whether 
they belonged to this world or the next, 
had repreſented him at one time as trium- 
phant, at another : as s ſulting; ; now exalted, 


— Dr. Teena Dile i p. 35. 
+ Louth on Iſiah hn and liv. Vitringa en the fame, 
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now 
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now depreſſed; alternately a king and a'vic- 
um. Under theſe ' oppoſite” aſpetts, they 
meant to view his double ſituation, as God, 
as man, the heavenly author of a "ſpiritual | 
and ' everlaſting dominion, yet inglorioully 
dying in the fleſh for its eftabliſhment; But 
this was a purpoſe too pure and recondite 
for dhe groſſaeſs of the Jew, whoſe mind 
was more affected by the literal expreſſions 
than the interior meaning, and for whom 
the temporal images had always more 
charms than the ſpiritual.” What then was 

the probable, iſſue of his deliberation * A . 
converſion of the complicate. deſcription 10 
the purpoſes of his pride. The meaner and 
more diſaſtrous parts of i it, he threw away, 
or, at leaſt explained i in a ſenſe chat ſhould 
not invade the great, objekt of bis affec- 
tions; o the reſt he interpreted on the more 
rin > + --- ambmous | 
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what their perverſeneſs will at all times have attempted. 
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DISCOURSE 1. 5 
aden ſide, anriouſſy * the 
_ proſperity of earth for the happineſs of Hea- 
ted to his children, till the length of time 

his Meſſiah, had formed in his heart a maſſ 
ſpirttuality could remove. Dull in his ap- 
prehenſion, obſtinate in his diſpoſition,“ the 
Jew was'ilf calculated to correct the uninter- 
rüpted error of te. for the fake of any 
reaſons, however powerful, ſuddenly impel- 
ling — dogs nor was the (ſhort 
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eee. of two Chriſts, the: firſt un- 
fortunate; the | ſecond. glorious, one the. ſon. of Jeſeph, 
the other the ſon of David. Kidder's © Demonſtration”, 
&c,. Vol. n ate. e WY 4 #4 
|  ®, Theſe qualities are not fixed on the Jew at random; 
they are charged n ie bythe Sdeiry of. Jed hang, 
FTS hr dambcbahrongs | 
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75 Dncounsn (1117. 
life of his Savidur upon earth able to root 
out the prejudicè of fifteen: centuries begun 
in dils heart from tlie time of : Moſes] Here 
then was his ſtumbling - block; and be Hud 
do ꝓlead the venerable age of his miſtake, 

in addition to the weightwhick it otigirially 
poſſeſſed from too ſuocaſefũl an appeal to 
one of tlie ſtiungeſt of human paſſions. ? 


ac; * l 1 ad. ai 8 nn, 


In ord 75 Fg be conyinced, ;th at this em. 


Wein * 


2 5 2A udice was che Fang 8 cauſe, of his 7 
Mose, under hon the che hid titinphed; ; and 
faid, “ A prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto 
oh of -thy. brethren t him hall ye hear.“ Deut. 18. 
Sole aus on he ge of the Jew; dsh nc ute ef 
this paſſage : To yay, ſays he, e ag wh 16 5 
mauer th Miet. Ein Thc dis dr, buſnoacs, 
tauro Git dure dhe yiviſeti%, li e 10 beh. St. 
Ex. een Jet. £36; 8: p. 253, For the tus and clr- 
cumſtaitial. intexpretafion- of this reſemblance, ſee Dr. 
„ Nn 
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rejeQion of the Golpel, let us take a view 
of it, not only at the time of Chriſts appear- 
ance, but in the earlier periods of the Jewiſh 
| hiſtory. If we can find any ſtriking ſpeck 
che exertion of its influence againſt the per 
ſon of his Saviour, we may reſt on it, as 4 
(ure. principle of his condubt at all times : we 
may be perſuaded of the true motive of his 
laſt oppoſition, by the pledges of gebellion, 
which, from the firſt, he will be ſeen to diſplay, 
We ul ſelact from the Old Teſtament tyo 
inſtagees which may:ſtand as th e proghoſtics 
of achat would be his future behaviour to- 
wards the new. The one will repreſent him 
amid the pride of worldly exaltation, the 
other, under 5 chagrin of worldly debaſe - 


ment. 
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pry i then, while he.is about to falku 


eme project of a temporal ſove- 
i. reap gre ga Gentile form 
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reluQant ' port ey GE: 4 — what 
are the" tokens, by which it is neceſſary to 
diſtinguiſh their new king, ere he obtain the 
| ſubmiſſion-of his ſubjects ↄ Tokens which 
had no place in © Jeſus of Nazareth.” Saul 
is deſcribed, as deſcended from the © Benja- 
„mite, a mighty man of power. They 
who were ſwayed by ſo worldly a prejudice 
as this, how ſhould they learn to reverence 
him/whom'they inſultingly called the . Car- 
penter, the ſon of Mary p Saul ig repre- 
ſented as a © choice young man, and a good- 
ly: and there was not among the children 
of Iſrael; a goodlier perſon than beg Sa- 

„F 
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t 1 Sam. ix. 2. Joſephus ſays of him, w be nam 
yg ee gene wha le 


"identi da, Shah aol pol 

ſented to the | people, ebaxe/I'- ure awavruv. x To 

. n ge fies. Antiq. Jud. Lib. 6. c, 4. ſet, r. 
Wy under 
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* — among all — Ner 
was it till this perſonal advantage was inſiſt- 
ed upon, that they confirmed by acclama- 
tion the choice of the prophet : it was only 
-when they ſaw a ſovereign, whoſe figure: ex- 
celled their own; that “ all the people ſhout- 
ed, and ſaid, God fave the King. . Com- 
cerning Jeſus. He hath no form nor 
* comelineſs; and when we-ſhall ſee him, 
* there is no- beauty, that. we ſhouldidefire 
„ him. View the two kings together, 
and judge if the acceptance of the one 
would not enſure the rejection ob the other, 
They who had eſtimated their ane | 


rg # 0 3 * b 
1 Sam. x. 44. CY + Thid. | 


1 Tfaiah liii. 2. The Jews ſeem to have reafoned with | 
the Epicureans, if the above paſſage has a phyſical import. 
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185 ei 10 the phleopy of clue 
| greattiefs, to the pure con 
ſpiritual dominion. in the perſon of TY 


venly:King? They who had hailed only the 
ſhould they but exclaim of the “ man off 
* ſorrows,” * Away with him, crueifyhim . 
Again, before Saul | could. effect the univer- 
ſal ſubmiſſion of his people, be was obliged 


to. flatter their temporal deſires. Hę gained 


a great vidtory over the Ammanites 3 nor 
was it, tl reconciled by this ſpecimen cf 


worldly power, that they confirmed the 


kingdom in his perſon at Gilgal, and called 
for the paniſnment of the diſafſeQed par- 


ty;+ But what was the inauguration of 
Chriſt, as interpreted by himſelf from e 
prophet: © The Lord hath, anointed me to 
„ ebe an to. the poor. to bai | 
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„the broken-hearted, eee 
to the ( ſpiritual) captives, and recovering 5 
* of ſighi to the blind.“ What a diſſer - 
ente of | office is here announced l and how 
peculiarly calculated to provoke the con- 
tempt of a groſs eee e 
lation! en nen dune ͤ Gn Vin n vad | 
Dam miupini set hk n Lat ue 
I chis uttempt of the Jew at 1 
grandixement promiſed effetts ſo hoſtile to 
viction may we not receive from his impas 
ticnoe of ſecular abaſement ! Behold bim 
certainty of temporal puniſhment for the 
ſpirimal offences committed by him, againſt 
chat religion, for the ſake of which alone, 
—— oral des Hh ht 
apo oy bas omy aol ad: brood: 


St. Luke. iv. 18. PR: 
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_ aggravate: his puniſhment? Impreſſions of 


the Lord his God, who had once brought 


Tale thee à roll of a book, ſays God 


to Jeremiah, and write; therein all the 
«words that I have ſpoken againſt Iſrael 
1 and . r ere, be chat che 
«© which I purpoſe to r ä ; 
they may return every man from his evil 


05 ka that I _ _ — and 
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Lord and the fear of man, what is his be- 


haviour ꝰ Does he remember the fin of his 
idolatry, and cry unto God againſt its con- 


this world overcome the call of another, 
and Nebuchadnezzar aſſects him more than 
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Jer. XXxvi. 2. 3. 
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of 'tempering an earthly with an heavenly 
thought, of flying to ſupplication inſtead of 
meditating reſiſtance, , Jehoiakim ſeizes the 
book of the prophet, and deſtroys it in the 


fire which was © burning before him; ““ as 


if the truth of the immortal prediction were 
to periſh, with che leaves that recorded it! 
mee alſo to „ take Baruch the 
the prophet,” the in- 


* 


conyeyed to him; but it is added, the 
Lord hid them' f from his fury. Compare 


this comlyR wich chat which. followed the 
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man and beaft;”®'that'of Chriſt finally de- 


 Ulared coßcerting the devoted city,” The 
days mall come; when thine enemies ſhall 


eilt @ trench about thee, and compaſs 


« thee round, and keep thee in on every 
* fide;” and hall lay" thee even with the 
ground, und thy children within thee, be- 
+ cauſe thou ktiewelt not che thine of thy 
„ \ifieation.+ What is their manner of 

| receiving 'this Tait nunciatic 
| hatdnels of heart? the ſhine which charac- 
 . teriſed then under the former "The Wife: 
_ ene ven 


againft/their 


of Babylon, but the baden whith A U. 


ce like ſpirit" amid both viſita- 
The © word of the Lord” was once 


f ede object of their hatred: the perſon 
who pronounced it againſt chem, was ſeized 


and flain, and the worldly-minded 2 
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did but ast over aßzin, on a larger. ſcale, 
the ſame malice of. which, their, worldly» 
minded forefathers had given the appropri- 
ate indications; no? 990197 9b HT 
io glitt Cer rig md bib boubeig 
155 We hae adduceditheks inſtances 49, 10 ſhew 
that the-xgjeRion of the Goſpel h the Jews, 
was, hut in conſongnce. With. their, former 
 conduR and chat the whole proceeded from 
a worldly: ſpirit foſtered in them, by a fatal 
and — e a; temporal 
ſcriptures. - ys WO HOY) tt wy ebene 
Ii dt r eee bot Noe He „ 
tl ve enquire, — gave 
birth to this ſyſtem of miſinter pretation, it 
will eee appearance of 
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11 St Stephen conneAs the carly with. the later Jews in 
this iniquity. AQs. vii. 52. The Saviour does. the fame | 
| in the parable of the Lord of the vineyard. St. Matthew, 5 
xxi. 33. Kc. fee alſo St. Luke xiii. 33. | 
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profetity; hich lſefiv@by the 
techn but "arrogated to ihemſel made 
an indiſpenſuble part of their earlier hiſtory. 

Their deliverance from Egypt, however 
produced, did but begin this train of | 
thidught, che more ofteniible* objet” of it 

being to' tabliſh*theth in's promiſed” land 

tore with temporak bleſſings” Their pro- 

towards it, it "ſpite of the efforts of 

who ftood in che way of the attain- 
mem of their hopes, uns of the fame kind. 
and ſerved to ſtrengthen the notion 

entertained. But the complete a 

of the long · expected territory was the ſeal 

of theſe” preparations, and gave the final 
caſt to cheir minds. They were introduced 

ts nam de ſeinblanes of tempo! great- f 

' tories. and were iced in the land of plent 
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It is true, that, while the Jew was eagerly - 
— 01 worldly ee 
— often; oppoths: r 
his mind been as well diſpoſed to liſten to the 
one ast che other, He might have ſeen that 
Ai which ele- for provides — 
eſtabliſhment. /- But, however tranſient the 
ſeeming proſperity Which attended this 
ment whieh purſued him through the whole 
of his ſubſequent experience, and finally 
venly Redeemer, His firſt protection hav- 
ing neceſſarily involved a worldly inheri- 
that, from this foundation, the future ſtruc- 
ture of an eternal . 
* ce 


 the-error.of the I, The agency: of his 

God towards bim had been inevitably. of a 
mind nature ; its principle lay in another 
world, its ation in this ; and the objet of 


it, though borrowing an immediate tempo. 
ral caſt, was ultimately of a ſpiritual nature. 

chus [obſerved through: a mortal medium. 
either eſcaped his groſſueſs, or made inade- 
gquate impreſſion on his reluRance, Hea- 
ven became confounded with earth, and he 
calculated ihe whole. of his ſituation by the 
| prevalence, of his worldly propenſities. The 
cue from ſlavery, had not their correſpon- 


verſary, who-would have loaded him again 
with his antjent chains was ſoon regarded 


as a common defeat; and amid the expul · 
ſion of * e Ae ſeat, 
9 x his ; 


! 


DISCOURSE- UL; 9 


| is wind was too much/agitated to examine 
_ with-precifion the true cauſe: of his own ſu · 
periority.- Amic-thÞ-djw-6f: arms, he. was 
dive a Fr 
ideas ſo different, and, amid the condutt of 
3 power, he blindly ſuppoſed 
b amiona might. 11 ae We mi bo i 
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ing for ages over the 
Meſſnh, perverted. the | teſtimony given; of 
him, and obſtinately made him to ſpring 
from this world, inſtead of deſcending from 
above. We ſee the force of perſuaſion in the 
Hiſtory: of the Saviour hümſelf. For on one 
occaſion, he 1s obliged to correct his very 
diſciples, who, 1 in continuation of the ſyſte- 
matic eren 1 er « Lord, ns thou, a 
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confer on the objeft> of his deſire, and the 
EAR e allotted 
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Wochen es dhe origin of the miſtaken ort. 
. whoſe nature was not to exceed * 
aun; the notion of a temporal ſupremacy 
neceſſurily inducing chat of a mortal ſove- 


reign-t: Whatever ſplendor might be made 
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to him, was 10 be comet nie bightſt 


ed in e — n 
the whole proceſs of his hiſtory, he had 


been accuſtomed to the viſitations of celeſ· 
tial meſſengers under mortal figures, and 
had learnt to revere their aſſumed appear- 


ance on account of the imputed perſections 


he might have rectified the fatal error which 
ings from a decided ſeparation of the 


two--charafters. But ſeeing his aſſerted 


„The 82 St. Paul, Hebrews ill. 2 i Ponded 


cn experenes of ti Jews. See Whitby on the pa-. | 


ſage. . | 
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graded the long-drawn miniſtration of the 
hoſt of heaven, to the unworthy introdue- 
tion of u periſhable man, like to himſelf, : 
Could he have attached the notion of an in· 
terior Godhead to an outward manhood, 
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tenor of his c Hi infdele 55 
promoted by it ere ſituation. 
ſperity, it grows into inſolence _—_— 
* and leads to the eee 
n in adverſity 
forbidden idolatry that. 
— as we have ſeen, reſentment at the 


ſhould 
contradiftion of his hopes, and, what 
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graces and his triumphs are attended with 
the ſame effects. Diſappointment conſpires 
with vanity in producing the fatal deter- 
mitiation; and Chriſt is equally uncceptable 


to the Jew, whether a ſlave or a.conqueror; - 


whether he drive out the- nations-from-the- 
lot of his inheritance, or himſelf be carried” 


. away captive to Babylon; ; whether he march 


to poſſeſs the © land of the Canaanites, and 
« unto Lebanon, and unto the great river, 
* the river Euphrates ;** or whether his 


| Ignominy float between Syria and Egypt, and 


Antiochus + poſſeſs him for a while, or he 1 
become the portion of Ptolemy it whether 
he revert to his former ſubjection, or, after, 


a momentary aſſumption of indigenous 
royalty y fall under the final dominion of 


Deut. i. 7. Fi din, { 1 Maccabees, xi. 13. 


CYL INY Ty aqxwv ee Racine werahve boar, 
engivey Yay d rut, dag Tyalo exrriberm pere Terys- 
noc agduov e7wv yon omnovre a beg. Joſephus de 
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„ mem. 
Rome 3, that Rome, wich which be bad af- 
pired to incorporate himſelf by equal teas. 
ties 5f by, any, means he might arrive at 
the tablet of the worldly ſqvergignty,. | 


2 Maccabees viii. 19. Julian ſcorns to mention this 
ehumeration of the Jewiſh miſeries. Prefling the Chrif- 
tians for the reaſons why they bad adopted the God of the 
Jews inſtead of his own Jupiter, he farcaltically afic, oe 
dri Padikevey coca 61 Je: Ty Prpuys Tol edi n 
py Levon edewbegors avis bekennt Te uus 1“ rate e 
Dude r Akan, &. He goes on with their various ſla- 
Very, till he traces. them into his own bande. Agougiys 
Nane, Tleppaus euhevoays era vuy tv avToG. St. Cyr. 
cont. Jul. Lib. 6. p. 210. May it be allowed us to hope , 
that we have pointed our the proper object of this worldly 
depreſſion” of the Jews, Julian (who did but repeat his 
argument from its inventor; Apion) might have ſeen-in it 
n indication of that Chriſt whom he rejected. He might 
alſo have remembered a good reply of Octavius to the 
Pagan inſult of the Jews and their Deity, drawn from the 
Hebrew _— Prius eos 2 5 comprehendes, 
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which Heaven, intending him for a far dif- 
ferent rule, neee. "on 
n 30. Otero $4143 
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che conviſtion. received from the worldly 
prejudice of the Jew, hoſtile to a ſpiritual 
dominion amidſt all circumſtances, pr 


rous or adyerſe. But we ill dd e d 


ſtrength. of our inference by a ſhort reflec- 
tion of another kind, It is his habitual prone, 


neſs. to the adulteration of his. religiog, 


which affords this. acceſſory argument. In 


the earlier part of his hiſtory ue find, him ; 


given to idolatry, i in the latter, to tradition ; 


while his proper worltiip ſuffers from both 
his errors. The one is proved þ by. the 


firſt commandment given him from; che 
— and anxioully- enforced - by bis 
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0 alterable. His original love of the ſuper... 
ſtitious rites and multiplied deities of the 
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proofs of his Saviour.“ This propenſity 
to the corruption of his faith, ſhewing itſelf 


in vaxious ſhapes, fell with the aggregated 


force of ages againſt the implicit ſubmiſſion 
now demanded to a revelation final and un- 


Heathens, had it been continued would have 


been too repugnant to the nature of Chrif- 


tanity;} whoſe ſpirit was equally irrecon- 


 eileable with his newer opinions. "Theſe 


were 'a minor branch of Heatheniſm, the 
character of e mythology it was to 


. enn . Mark vil. 7-9. . 
. 43. 4. See alſo Dr. Jortin's 47 Diſcourſes,” Ge 


Diſc. x: and 2. p. 2B, 33, 111. a 


e 
ſelves hate embenced/ the Goſpel, The Jews were called 


upon for a national and immediate acceptance of it. The 


converfion of the Gentiles was a ſlower product of ages; 
nor, uſter all, was it impeded by the 2 — yl 
n. 
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- 24.9, . His. corruptions/i had;;bat-travelled 
from the eye to the mind, and his adoration 
of idols was e a penn ſh 


ther he preſerves or abandons his firſt, at- 
tachment; whether, before the correction of 
his Babyloniſh captivity, he follows after 

« Baalim, and makes Baal- Berith his God, 
on; at a ſubſequent period, is brought hy 
© bitter conſtraint to eat of che ſacrifices? 
of, the Greeks} his mind, perverted, in 


both ſituations, by ſimilar errors, though of 
different names, will be equally. indiſpoſed 


towards the expettation of the goſpel. A 


' Gmplifying law, reſtraining the exceſſes of 


Re, imagination, and . his 
*''# Cicero ell theſe ſupertitions, Poctzratn@ jifioram 
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Discounts III. 
obedience | I throws tov grieve u by " Wh - 
the-pritivnce ef his | traditional puſhon. 
Armed wir the ſelf. derived opinions of his 
off "forefathers, he encounters the di. 
vitis authority of his Saviour, „ and to the 
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a ae {ate 
forded to us by the Jew for the ſ6hutiorrof his 
enmity to the goſpel. He had been impelled 
tothe acceptance of it both by the depreſ- 
ſſiom of his political eonſequenee, f and by the 
aſcendency. granted to his religion But the 
predominant cauſe that operates againſt his 
faith, is a fatal and precoriceived opimon of 
a temporal ſovertigrity falſely iuſiſted on 
from his" ſeriptures; to which, by way of 
e Nel is e his habitual love 
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DISCOURSE II. 5 101 
either of idolatry or tradition, each of them 
c 


Having accompliſhed what we had pro- 
poſed concerning the Jew, we will extend 
our enquiry to the Greek. Therefore, in 
the next Diſcourſe, we will ſee what were 
the peculiar reaſons which. might have im- 
pelled him alſo to the acceptance of the 


Goſpel. His rejection of it will follow, and 


the ſubje& will conclude. 
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are alſo of the Gentiles, view the Gol- 
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offering irſelf to che acceptance! of (the 
Greek. For, though it 6 
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* u Ae of thn anc, toiencounter 
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the contradiftion of the other,“ it was no 
n dee 
* was necelfary that "the 2 22 = A 0 
* ſhould firſt be ſpoken,” + eee | 
propriated the management of revelation, 


under Divine Providence, to himſelf, and, 
inſtead of receiving his n as he 
the Gentiles, A have — by national 

ſeleQtion, the privileged inſtrument of its 
conveyance: to the reſt, of the world. But 
the belief or incredulity of the Greek. All 
mankind became immediately, and by their 
own title admiſſible to the full reception 
of Chriſtianity, — 1 
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„We have already; tried the e his 
proper ſtandand. But the Greek, called to 


eee 20h 1. 6... 
Bets a the 


the fame faith, muſt haves « liffe 


de. The Jew had —— 
connecdior 8 —— 


— — prophirs 
. — himhiin 

hort, by the whole train of his former ex- 
| perience.”' The Greek was called 10 ͤ ſud- 
den nme of a ſyſtem, in which no- 
ang bot his eurioſity could hhene have 
Gi intereſied;' with which an event, the 
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ſeeming conſequence of accident alone, and 
coming from another quarter, offered 40 
een eee is wat mm 
| een of © moment ; che reluQant Jew 
ſollicited by a long ſeries of revelation, in- 
_ troduftory of its laſt and perfect diſplay ; 
the ſpeculative Greek, unawares preſented 
with a ſtandard of faith to be ſcanned by 
inſtant reaſoning, and the rules of an exiſt< 
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phy to — who: faſtidivully. de 


ſtroyed with; one hand what they luxuri· 
antly created with the other, what would ſo 
ſoon! engage ihe attention of che Greek to 
the, Goſpel as its miraculous economy? 
enden vidergo-of ett fon Saane lim 
„However warm his imagination, the 
Greek: could mark out, with much circum» 
ſpeRion, the limits of credibility and its con · 
trary. Comparing the nature of events 
with the aſſerted concomitance of prodigies, 
* had learned to diltinguiſh between the 
e and the other, and, in the conduct of 

5 national writings, knew what to receive 
e 40. refuſe * If. we alk. the. prin- 
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| Penne Halicarnafſenfs, reprobates II 
for mixing the images of prodigy with the narration of real 
events, Ev dig «51 xa ret. Leime u Daverros ev Maxs- 
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ſome of the offences committed by that writer againſt thens- 
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mand for ſupernatural power, he will not 
allow its needleſs interference, and, with 
critical exattneſs, confines to earthly agency 
the produftion of events, which, indepen- 
dently of extraneous” aſſiſtance, it is well 
| able to accompliſh,” Merk M ie 
any is. mute ne age Coming 


me Dojnelis 9112 (tier 
and others who dixfigured/ hiſtory by their meretricious 
ea for ſplendid falſchoods, ora Muchar xt Ty hen xm 
TejaTaxy T)oo@epovres, Lib, 17. p. 563.  Thueydides.is 
| fuppoſed to have intended a fimilar correction in certain 
 dlebjated' words which contraſt the folidity bf His bon 
ters, Camerarii Prozm. in Hift. Herod. And in other 
places he upbraids thoſe to whom the ſobriety of hiſtoric | 
truth is too grievous'« refiraint, a rahmen 6g 3 
Sirens dt akin, and promiſes that his own repre n 
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Coming to che Goſpel with this opinion, 


and invited by it to accept the relation of its 
their ſufficient reaſon, ere he believes; he 
_ is in —— . be 
racles, he will reject them; but if it is'6f 


an importance fully anſwerable, if ie if ſuch 
from analogy, he ſuppoſes menpable of 
being effefted without niieqeſes, he moſt 
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Waben to ts tachinery of the pock : Aud Arttiode be. 
preſſes even their wantonneſs, while he confrom their 
province with that of the hiſtorian, the Tank © $44 ® 
woullf be ſuperfluous to quote fimilar ſentiments from the 
Latins; but the argument of Cicero-agaitift the ſuppoſed 
interferetice of the Deity in a well-known inftarive;/ is ſo 
appoſite to our reaſoning, that we cannot but ſtate it, Nee 
| Homerum audio, ſays he, qui Ganymedem, a Diis rpm 
ms ut Fovi pocuta miniflraret : non juſta cauſa, cur Lao- 
tanta fieret injuria, Tuſe. Queſt. Lib. 1. He 
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ere them; not indeed for their own 


ſake, (for he well knows that abſtracted 
miracles are impertinent) but for the ſake 


of the reaſon that attends and juſtifies them. 


The order of things is here reverſed, and 
he begins to believe wich laudable preciſion, | 


from the end to be | accompliſhed; ' The 
miraculous // narration which firſt meets 


his eye, comes laſt in the arrangement 
of his mind; and, though primarily and 


ſingly conſidered, it would deſerve to be 


rejected, yet ſecondarily and with rela- 
tion to its purpoſe, it Mol: ee, his 
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He had read of his own Deities ET 
drawn from. their heaven for the accom- 
pliſhment of projects either too trifling or 
too corrupt for their ſuppoſed natures. 


Hence his reaſonable incredulity. But the 
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of Cotta. Rumoribus mecuni pugrias, ſays he to the 
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Goſpel preſented him with a far more lig. 
nißed ſcene. Inſtead of a momentary dif 
play of ſupernatural power recorded of be- 
ings exerting themſelves on incompetent er- 
rands, and ſuddenly remanded to their for- 
mer abode, he there read the hiſtory of the 
Son of God appearing on earth during an 
important number of years, and for a pur- 
poſe equal to ſo well-ſupported a prodigy. 
To teach that wiſdom which the Greek had 
ſought ſo long in vain, to eſtabliſh the i im- 
mortality 'of man generally. doubted by 
him, to exhibit the Creator in a connefted 
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* Nec e the anthoriey of Plato, bloline in 4 16 
fem over the mind of Panztius, could induce him to ace 
quiekee in the immortality of the ſoul. Quem enim om- 
nibus locis divinum, quem ſapientilimum, quem ſanQif- 
- cn n appellat, hujus 
2 N 2 * hanc 


' 
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agency wich his creatures, an agency never 
before imagined,* begun from the founda- 
tion of the world. and then at length 
brought to perfeRion,[ and 40 favRion-the 


eptance of che divine dommunieatione 


dr. 10 vV1Q; rl gc Door 72 >. Shoas at 
hanc una ſententiam non probe Tak. Sp, Lib. 2, 
n the ſame book are ſeen the difſentions of the philoſo- 
FRicth Gn "this fützect. Even thoſe who thought the ſoul 


| a'ifierern e ess from! the body, could not age un to 0 


per. For mor of theſe diſcordant * conſult Lac- 
Le de 9 
I —_ (IF CE al 0 N 


do 


| MEG: he Fat being, as well as of whoſe. 


nature, there were the greateſt doubts. How clearly is 
not. che bleſſing of  revelatipn ſeen in the miſerable con- 
ſeſſion, of an uncertain pbiloſophy,! Eos ipſos, qui ſe ali- 


rum hominum, de maxima re tanta difſenti. Cie. de Nat. $ 


| Deck: L. 1. <6." In wort, whoever goes to Paganiſm 


for Sa on this head, finds nothing ſatisfactory, 
from the incon ency of Plato himfelh, down to the groff- 


nefs of Eünemerüs. {60 ip run eid 24907 #31 


Ws. 
vj aelivqgs muredgciolidg muta 1 ome rue. 


* 
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a ae IO 7 1 
do ſo great a purpoſe, how ſhould the Greek 
refuſe whatever train of |antecedent--mira- 
4 He knew det ta ene poirer: alone 


— 


See a ſtatement of theſe fables and che contemps of 
them in Plutarch, De Superſtitione. Dionyſius Halic, 


altudes to a future judgment in Tartarus, only as a tale 
dy which to illuſtrate a critical truth, fle Jens is d hub 
cn og ene r av archude gen Ts gap; cherach 


£44 rn mia u . are. an vas 6 d n See 
Yan yryvopeve;, Ep. ad Cn. Pomp. c. 19. See ſu- 
venal, Sat. 2. 149. for the general diſregard of theſe fa- 


bles among the Romans, Cicero ſtates this with equal 


a r erer 


. Tube Gli. 8 r 

| 7 The only caſe,” fays Mr, Locke, e 
© fon of any one from Heaven, can be reconciled to the 
* gh and awful thoughts" then | ought to have of the 


« Deity, 
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could produc the mighty . ds: 
He is, therefore, impelled to the acceptance 
of the Goſpel by two cauſes at once; he 
is influenced by the ſufficient reaſon that 
juſliſies its miraculous agency, and is farther 
perſuaded by the ſuggeſtions of his own 


TPioccedng thus towards conviktion, the 
Greek ſees not only the propriety, but the 
neceſſity of miracles for the eſtabliſhment 
of the Goſpel; that nothing leſs than won - 
ders could have been employed i in its be- 


« Dey; wott de de revelation ef "ſome ſeperiatural 
* truths relating to the glory of God, and ſome great 
e concern of man.” Diſcourſe of Miracles, Poſthumous 
Works, See a ſtatement of reaſons for the appearance of 
Chrig on err: in Rs, Wer els Wor, 


. 
. : { i 7 14 5 } 
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We have already ſeen that his taſte had 


his national hiſtory, whoſe ſcope” being no- 
croſſed by an agency incongruous with hu- 
ſuch performances. Thele, if they will be 
accepted, muſt bring their accounts as nearly 
as poſſible to the level of common life, nor 
neril repreſentation” of events. They de- 
welt {paris phy dhe 3 
periſh, and paſs on to the e, 6f 
ſucceſſors veſted with ſimilar employments. 
This had been his accuſtomed! hiſtory, in 
therefore not to be received. But, look - 
ing into the Goſpel, and inquiring its motive 


” | and 


of mankind by Jeſus Chriſt being of a na- 
_ with ſuitable novelty, with. correſpondent 
ginning of revelation would not be con- 
ſcheme would be illogical and inconclufive, 
becauſe compoſed of difagreeing and in- 

combineable principles; here | ſomething 
high, there ſomething low; on one hand a 
triumphant diſplay of Divine Wiſdom, on 


the other the diſgraceful. contradifiion of | 


human infirmity. | But, as the Greek furs , 
veys it, each of its parts is in harmony' with 
the other, while all confpize to enforte that 
belief which is the proper reſult: of unifor- 

ae nm 2 
| of 


of © redemption, / conceived in heaven, is 


uſhered into the world in a ſimilar manner. 
The conductor of that redemption is not 


born in the common way of men, (ihat 
would have been inadmiſſible) but by won- 


der; wonderful wiſdom in forms his lips; he 


ſpeaks as * never man ſpake; be heals 
guiſhed his life; nor muſt he, -wholſe- firſt 


ferent from that of mortals themſelves be 
detained by the laſt neceſſity which would 
oppreſs them. He riſes again from the 
dead, (the pledge of their future reſurrection 
through him) and returns to that heaven, 
from hich his extraordinary purpoſe firſt 


made him deſcend-. bow Oli oltre 


-i $33 mathivth om nite ie n nr 


by this view; the miracles of the Goſpel 
with his own hiſtorical facts. Nay; they 
1 0 proceed 


entrance into mortality was inevitably dif- 


4 oF. a Sts CORES Tack s 
, foley il i. 
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proceed further; and (if there can be any 
ing in proportion as they are more and 
to be divine) muſt be different ; and, inſtead 
look towards heaven, from whence it began 
uns career. Of courſe, its economy will be 
from his nature, which is ſhared by other 
men, and is, therefore, intelligible to them, | 
ture as well, but not dividing the pecu- 
liarity of that nature with any other does 
what to our minds muſt * the deen 
f nnn 1A i au ela: 
bang +» 0 "On: 


natural; and event ohen db Aint 


temporary diſtance, unite; and perſuade the 


der the imputation of *: fooliſlineſs,” be- 


comes, by this happy coalition. the * power 
; nm 003 3463 


211 dis. 4 n ist nns 


dach meer Hike ben usb üb 


the Greek, from the mirac ulous economy 
of the Golpel. He is conſtraine: 
cept it, an account, of the purpoſe: which 


ſupported. by the: concluſions! of | common 
ſenſe. -- Miracles and right -reaſon; after a 
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itutnda a purpoſe 100 loſty to be accom- 
pliſhed but by the means of miracles. Thus 
prepared. then, he will be the more ready 
to acquieſee in the divine: nature of the 
Goſpeli ;doarines,*, Fox, if an unexampled 
deſign, ſuch as that of ſalvation, is ſor the 
fake of-a-correſpondent teſtimony, to be ac- 
cqmpanied with an agency more than hu- 
man, the precepts intended to aſſiſt as the 
medium of that deſign, muſt be alſo above 
mortality that ſupernatural evidence. may 
ariſe on both ſides, and miraculous; acts be 
ſupported hy the congruamt force of mita- 
ieee ee ene het ien d. but 


i, 
hh lo cred); p90! to non tran; o:T; 7. 
e fuppo fe our Greek inclined to = WH 


Locke wht! remärks the natural connection 3 
theſe two point * He (Chriſt) was ſent by Gade his 
© miracles ſhew it; and the authority of God in his pre- 
| {5 «P13, ang be queſtioned. Here morality has 2 ſure 
40 ſtandarc that pevelation vouches, and reaſon cannot 
Lo —— A ; but | both together vitnels t to come from God 
adde eat kl maker. Reafonableneſs of Chriſtianity, 

Mais pagpavfol lt es a0 2493 
77 . 2 0 5 che 
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fuch 4 perſeRicn eee adi” is dl. 
played — —U ñ To 
— abaſhed him in che Qkriftiaore 


Tr rt tee b eiten ee d awany 
e — eee 
water wide Mee four hundred: years before me pebk. 
cation of the Göſpel, a precept worthy to be compared 
with its golden rule, © Whatſocver ye would chat men 
© ſhould" do to you, even fo do to them,” St. Matthew, 
vil. 124 The Pagen ſentencs"is, & rufst: b debe, 
oeyiferSe; raura Tow Aok oof "Goiete;" IrtarOr7 
Nicoe.” The inference is injurious.” For, n a 
tion that the Saviour gives his precept as the ſpirit! of the 
* lay a dhe prophets,” the tifo paſſiges' are ellehtialy 
different. 1. In that of the Greck, revenge is not for- 
bidden; the command is, not to abſtain from retaliatiom 
on an offender, | but fimply, ne to offer freed! few 
ſon the ſame cauſcleſs/ injury which has been -ſuffered 
from a firſt. © 2. Anger ſtands oofneſſed in it, the ucbn- 
demned conſequence of fuffering. In ſhort" the Heathin 

i precept 


1 — IV. | 
had been the partial effort of his on mo- 
rality. To purify the inward diſpoſition, was 


the diſcriminating feature of that of the 


was ſufficient for human — ion; but to 


quences ot _— 
2 perperions to log 
precept is a mere prohibition of wanton harm. 

. 2 | The 


- mutually defired. The proper parallel to the charge of 


koh found in Tobit, c. iv. 15. For certain 
Ai in the morality of Mr. Gibbon's Pagan 
Champion, ſee Diatrib..5.. of H. Stephens in his edition 
of Iſfocrates, 1593. It may alſo be added, that Ariſtotle : 
commends certain kinds of indignation, i dc uche, 
trame ros, Magn. Mor. Lib. 1. De Indignatione. Nothing 
otter ue erretitte Cities, 
to carry on an infincere paralleliſm between revelation and 
2 St. Luke, vii. 11-16. For the character of the 
Philoſtratus, ſee Moſheim, Eccl. Hiſt. W 


Maclaine's tranſlation. 17 
4 3 i 9 75 2 
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the - hidden man of the heart, and to 
« acceptable ſacrifice” to their Creator, was 
a ſudden univerſality of religious deſign, 
that could — from the omniſcient 


r lee fle 


ee 
the law of Moſes, and had been inclined to 
think diſreſpectfully of the advantage poſ- 


p 
: F 
. 
* 2 of 


* We meaſure our Greek by the ſtandard of Julian, 
" who, after enumerating the precepts of the Decalogue, aſks, 
Tlovov ab voc 651, coc Twv dea, abo ru, © TLoouuvnoe; Meng 
dre nm u, Hehe. Tav cabeuruv, 6 hu Tas wie 
vic ra XI O HI evo S. Cyr. cont. Jul. Lib. 


5. 162. The reaſons which, in the opinion of Paganiſm,” 


led to theſe excluſive commandments, may be ſeen in the 


in Dio Caffius, Lib. 37. c. 18, 19. An injurious deriva-” | 
tion of the word Sabbath,” is refuted by Joſephus, 


43.0 | cont, 


calogue,* But what muſt he have thought 


. 
: 
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— 


124 u cou . 

of the doctrine of the new covenant, which 
came in aid of that of the old, already ſu- 
perior to his own ethüicks ? It muſt have 
been able to produce the like. For there 
is an eternal difference between the chance 
of diſcoveries in ſcience, and improvements 
in morality. The ingenuity of the Greek 
had diſtinguiſhed itſelf in the former line; 
ſo as to defy all compariſon with. his pro- 
greſs in the latter. In his own perſon he 
truth, and was at once philoſophical and 
2 The 1 eren of bis | 


Ce Ae Dane: The ee eee 
law to have been long familiar to the Greek. This ap- 
peara from Philo Judæus, who talks of ita fame, as ſpread 
which Grecian-envy. is ſuppoſed by him to de directed, 
den sda f ar ανel, AE T b EAA 
wenn, De Vita Moſis, Vol. 2. Lib. 1. p. 80. For 
e ee eee e eee 
W are brow 57 d auld. 
nature 


S * 


nature having | no - neceſſary ' combiiatich 
with propoſitions merely mental, his ſeienee 
had continued its operations at pleafurt, 
and andifturbed; but rules of life being 
inevitably mingled with the emotion of the © 
heart, and the We of their effect depend: = 
ing on the fucceſs: of the ſtruggle between 
both, his moralty had made but eriyial 
advances ; ng natural pgs pc checking, in 
Yin 15510 oil Yo ond aflr 31d © 

X re difference, between th ornament of the, Greek, 


and the virtue of the Chriſtian, is wal marked by St. 
Cyril. ” 2 RoW it whs wen de ener 70 tuctuad 
uva dar war lob need, Davy T4 tra AE, yet hs 
. ans. 
Gen, xing ot Is, rot wrorus, k clenat Kay cn fenef : or vl, 


Te, N Fee! Kau | Cars giv; £SLEAyTAL 5 3 Cont. Jul. 
Vol. 2. Lib. 7. p. 223. The reſpective virtues of Gta 
fiznity r babe ſer WIEN diſtinguitiel by 
a po. virtutes ſunt qui- = 
dem, ſed. hujus temporariz: vita. Nos autem, qui hanc 
vitam contemnimus, alias, nobis virtutes propoſitas habe- 
mus, de quibus philoſophi ne ſuſpicari quidem ulla x ra- 


none potueront. =De vero Cult, Lib 6. e. 14. Seele 
Nat P almoſt 


** 


_ the framers of! his own, ethicks. would | 


* * 
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almoſt an equal degree, its firſt conception, 
and its ſubſequent operation. Henoe "the 
diſtinction, between goodneſs: and know- 


tian from the Greek; hence the natural 


to the one, and the neee by in- 
a en mien to the o tber. 
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have been equally favourable to the Gol- 


pel- even if be had ey, deemed i its mo- 


ring to the APY already — 


bis historical prodigies, he enquires the 
pu urpoſe 1 to which the precepts of Paganiſm 
would lead him. This again he finds to be 
unworthy of the precepts, which therefore 
do not influence him. For why is he com- 
manded to contradif the propenfities of his 
nature, and to practiſe the painful auſterities 


wls lay 
1 . 1 1 14 
+ * . : 4 5 


W or barely Ada — 


nor can he be perſuaded to actions which 
uſeleſaly overleap their object. Looking 
out, re, for an adequate authority, 
on which to ground his virtue, with what 
ſatisfaction muſt the Greek have found. it 
at length in the Goſpel! There, promiſes 
equal to his utmoſt wiſhes, ' meet him at 
every ſtep. There alone has obedience its 


| ® Plato lets us ſee how light and accidental was the im- 


preſſion made by the Pagan images of a future ſtate, dur 
vue AS ut Tegs TY ev Ade, ws Toy evdade ad 


evra Je ex3iJover Tinyv, Nr “uo Tre, TOTE Ty Fe- : 


ecm auru T1 Uuxw. jun afar v. De Repub. Lid. 
. p. 330. vol. 2. Ed. Serrapus, 1578. The approach of 
death alone could e hop 
Ine | 


* 


P . | fllicidbit 


which he knows, was never aſſured to him 
with any convincing marks of authenticity.“ 
end; his morality fails of effect, becauſe it 
violates his eſtabliſned rule of judgment; 
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*-tinuance el doing" enſures to uſelf 


never a part of any religious ſyſtem given 


under proper and conſiſtent ſanctions; and 
could only prove that certain writers hap- 
pened in different ages and places to think 
more philoſophically than others concern- 
— duties. Goſpel, not 


o 
LS . ” Fr : 15 
Kross andes ar 0 2% pending, 


4 48 
2 15 vo fi $4 JF 
* 


NS La "th | 
7 . Lode having obſerved, * how ſhort th len- 


. 
ce precepts of the Goſpel were known by ſomebody or 
ii other among mankind before. But where, or how, or 
of what uſe, ſays he, is not conſidered. Suppoſe 
they may be picked up here and there; ſome from Solon 


and Bias in Greece ; others from, Tully in Italy; and, 


„to complete; the work, let Confutius, as far as 
China, be conſulted; and Anacarſis the Seythian con- 


7 tribute his ſhare. —What would this amount to towards 


* being a ftcady rule a certain * law that 
IAA 1 | © Ws. 56 We 
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depending, for its earlier or later diſcovery, 


on the accidental diſſerence of one man 


from another in ſubilety or depth of think- 


ing, propoſes its doctrines at once with a 
teſtimony uniform 5 and 7 convincing, and * 6 


crowns their acceptance with rewards. as 
tranſcendent be gi ines 


ver aue under? Dia the laying of Ae, or on. 


« futius, gide it an authority? Was Zeno a lawgiver 
% to mankind? If not, what he or any other philoſopher 
4 delivered, was but a ſaying of his. Mankind might 
© hearken to it, or rejeR it, as they pleaſed; they were 
« under no obligation: the opinion of this or that philo- 


© ſopher was of no authority.” Realorableneſs of Olly 


tianity, Vol. 2. p. 353. Ed. Fo. 

2 Cicero, whoſe mind could not reſt on the reports 
of ſuch, divine communications as the fickleneſs of 
Paganiſm. had imagined, ſuppoſes that, if ever the Deity 
 condeſcended to direct the actions of mortals, he would 


do it by the authority of open command, and open prohi- | 


dition. Deus, fi quidem nobis confulebat, © hoe facito,” 

doe ne feceris,” diceret. - De Divinatione; Lw. 2 
0. 61. Dee nenen 
of man. 


Here, 


LI 


it is indiſpenſably neceſſary to the purpoſe 
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to the ſtrength of the former concluſions ; 
and the Greek has now an increaſed im- 
pulſe towards Chriſtianity. Nice in his de- 


ol de — — in — 


from the pertinent parts of his ſubje&, and 
a faſlidious lover of that unity of deſign, 
without which, no performance might hope 
to win his approbation, he has his demand 
ſatisfied in the economy of the Goſpel. 
Though ſtrange, it is acceptable, on account 
Sk we cogent perfection of iis evidence; 
its miraculous conduct is allowed, becauſe | 


to be accompliſned; and its doQrine is 


equally ſupernatural, becauſe it alone has 
the. power of influencing the heart to the 


required effect. The plan, though partak- 


ing of the * of more than a ſingle 
; world, 


_ OT” 
world, yet exhibits one maſterly-whole ;-and 
the deſigns of Heaven are conſiſtently exe · 


nee O 9001-8 al tbagmmos , 


Trent yr NY! iro 5111 by aii l Das Wen, wy 9 


There are many other reaſons Which 


mich wel be inſiſted upon, in forming an 
eſtimate of the mind of the Greek, did our 
purpoſe allow. the indulgence of ſo full;a 


ſtatement. He had been accuſtomed to re- 


vergnce whatever effort denoted itſelf, by 
its-greatneſs,- to be above the common;ſtan- 
dard. And what but this greatneſs, was 
preſented to him in the Goſpel 7 What- 


oY . T ? fy 


„Ie anication of d Greck N E 
Aer upon this reconciling quality e Muth Sebi, 
producing hiſtorical unity from à plurality of ſubjeRs. 
Dionyſius Halic, ſpeaking of the different merits of He- 


rodotus and Thucydides with this view, ſays, ungen, 


Ty pv, l ö robe MabovTi, ro roma gen rn er 
, ea rods as de ante bebe, u 
ohe. EvpPurey & radu eee, Ep a C. 
.d bns be ino, ailinsgs 


ine 8 from 


— 1 


ws fs wv; 


ap Heaven, und dr tendemcy ws to 
Heaven again. Meanwhile, it iſſued its 
commands in a ſtyle of correſpondent ſu- 
premacy, and ſummoned the world to itſelf; 
ie corrupt, to cleanſe themſelves in iti pu- 
fity;; the lover of knowledge, to Him that 
krioweth all things; and the ſeeker of hap- 


paſs mans underſtanding.” Asal 


8 25 
ve Hom bons ens eee ego 


an more; and we wilt con- 


cudes">46 the former arguments may be 
d/to have affected him; if he is-pers 
| sec by the ſufficient reaſon of the Gof- 
pel miracles, by the ſupernatural excellence 
of in dofrines, and, in general, by the 
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The Greek \ was no "_ to. the no- 
tion of prediftions, ſuch as were thoſe of 


Paganiſm, ſhort-lived and but little adven- 
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 pineſs, to Him who beſtows ſuch good things 1 


loſtineſs of its views, how n he be 
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lis on imagined. oracles, pronouncing” an 


the deſliny of ſingle actions, whoſe date was 


not remote, and whoſe limits were narrow, 


What ſuperior veneration ſhould he there- 


fore have felt, not for an imputed,” a mo- F 


mentary afflatus, but a true and. continued 


inſpiration? Inſpiration, launching boldly 
into-ages to come, and aſſecting all mankind 


by the accompliſhment of events, whoſe 
conſequences were at once univerſal | and 
everlaſting? And had he already compared 


ſimilar prophecies from the jewiſhi hiſtory 
with their completion in his own, what p 


euliar confidence might he not have drawn 


from them for the, acceptance. of others 2 


preſented anew to him from the ſame foun- 
tain of omniſcience.  # 


t 


* The loſs of their own oracles, ſo grievoully. lamented 
bythe Pagans, might have diſpoſed the Greek to the ready 


acceptance of the Chriſtian prophecies. 
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1 85 But we now leave him; and in our next 


Diſcourſe, will contemplate him amidſt his 
. wi what he a to have 0 8 K 


Fever 


—— e 


h | Noſra xrent majre Det, quam — 
Quod flu. —_}. 


Says Lucan, Lib. 5, 100. 

Alas! exclaims Planetiades, not only are his le 
ts the poets fing, Al ua: Tgovor ea 
 evoneverapey Ta xeon Tevrexelev ov r. , Plu- 
tarch de Oraculorum Defectu. Vol. 7. p. 626. Ed. Lips. 
But Julian (ho has a cure for every thing, without going 
to Chriſtianity for it) after having mentioned the failure 
ol the Hebrew prophecies, as well as the Egyptian oracles, 


tion, AeJenev thpuv (Zeuc) dia ruy Hegv r emiaxei 
ons pon eee * 
r . 198. 
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GOD, FOR THEY ARE FOOLISHNESS 
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We can neves ſufficiently lament the 
dangers that await the cauſe of truth. With 
whatever degree of real ſuperiority ſhe pro- 
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be found from "the force ** they carry 
with them, and the mind is content to take 
refuge in the oppoſite region of error. 
Either there is a ſtock of preconceived opi- 
nion checking the proper influence of her 
arguments; or waywardneſs of fancy, ſud- 
denly interpoſes its train of ſpecious contra- 
ditions. In both caſes, the welfare of man 
muſt. ſuffer. Either truth is blunted at 
once by the impaſſive obſtinacy of a pre- 
judiced averſion; or ingenious perverſeneſs 
takes up the cauſe, and diſtorts it by the 
flexible talent of too happy a miſrepreſen- 
tation.” The former we have ſeen to be the 
eriſtic of the Jew: the latter is that 
of the Greek; while the Goſpel ſuffers alike 
from the oppoſite temper of each is equally 
the ſcorn of the ſullenneſs of the one, 91 
12 RO of the rod | thy 
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v ads laſt Diſcourſe we endeavoured to 
furniſh che Greek with ſome exerciſe for his 
70 | EW 2 


bisco⁹⁴uj̃ñ ̃ . 127 
— propenſity. We indulged him 
with a revelation, where he might have ad- 
mired that unity of plan, and that apt dif 
poſition of all its parts which he habitually 7 
demanded : but his mind, though perhaps 
in a train to acquieſce in that evidence, 
| ſoon receives a ſtronger impreſſion from a 
different and unexpected quarter. If the 
Goſpel, before its acceptance, ealled on him 
to contemplate its divine economy; if it 
allowed him to eſtabliſh his conviction by 

it laid on him other conditions, neceſſarily re- 
fulting fromthe former, but totally unaccept- 
able to his nature. If, by examination, the 
hiſtory of Chriſt was found to be nothing 
leſs than divine, and if its doctrine was of ſu- 
pernatural excellence ; not only was credit 
to be given to the hiſtory, but obedience 
paid to the doctrine. This the projected 
ſalvation required; nor could the great pur- 
pole of the Goſpel be accompliſhed without 
ſubmiſſion ' 
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ſubmiſſion to the medium of that purpoſe. 
Here then begins the uneaſineſs of the 
Greek. His mind once ſatisfied with the 
cuſtomary degree of examination, he leaves 
the Goſpel for other reſearches, whoſe va- 
rĩety can alone relieve the reſtleſſneſs of his 
habit. But the Goſpel ſuddenly detains him 
with the conſequences of his enquiry, and in 
return for its diſplay of heavenly condeſcen- 


ton demands the gratitude of mortal obedi- 


ence.* His liberty of change is unawares ar- 
finenient. He dreads the dull void of per- 
petual ſubmiſſion to a ſyſtem, which, once 
ſcanned, is to him exhauſted. His national 
treaties of morality he had curſorily- read, 


bleed that een, eee OY 
able to fo maay, gives, among others, the reaſon men- 
tioned above. Eaque (fcil. Veritas) vel contemptui doQis 
eft, quia idoneis aſſertionibus eget ; vel odio indoQis, ob 
inſuam bi aufteritatem, quam natura hominum proelivis 
in vitia pati non poteſt. Div. Inſt, Lib. 1. c. 1. 


and 
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and followed or negleRed their precepts at 
pleaſpre. Derived from no authority, they 


ended in none. He had amuſed himſelf 
wich their ſpeculations, beyond which they 


did not neceſſarily affect him. But the 


Goſpel drew after it an indiſpenſable prac- 
tice. This was the new fetter which he 


refuſed to wear; and, in ſpite of what might | 


have been his former conviction, he threw 
the whole from him.“ Cut off from his 
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lt was the want of obſerving this charadteriftic dif- 
ference between revelation and Paganifm, that occafioned 
the ſcurrilities uttered by Julian againſt the expreſſion of 
God's © jealouſy,” as to the religion of his people, Yeog 
yay Ferne. S. Cyr. cont. Jul. Lib. 5. p. 155. an ex- 
preſſion which the New Teſtament ſo frequently tranſ- 
fers to itſelf from the Old. No wonder this idea was 
new'to Julian ; the looſe external rites of whoſe heathen- 


iſm (an obſervation made ſomewhere by Lord Bacon) 


cold be no object of jealouſy. to any Deity. / Nibil/ibi 
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ſpurning the reſtraint attempted, for the firſt 
time, on his mind, he forfeited his intereſſ in 
revelation, becauſe the auſterity of religious 
_ obedience muſt have mach Jew. Jorg fs 
volatility of his diſpoſition, is C043 


There was another cauſe of his rjeAlon 
of. Chriſtianity, intimately connected with 
the former. The Goſpel reaſoning from its 
fiperior deſcent, and reffing on its peculiar = 
faculty of leading mankind to ſalvation, pro- 
poſed. its acceptance in a ſtile of anſwerable 
_ excluſion; and ie it enforced obedi 

to ĩtſelf, ſuppreſſed all other religious ſyltems, 
beeauſe inconſiſtent with its ſuperior na- 
tute" and deſign. Tt had been the genius 
of the old ſuperſtition, conſcious of not 
i from een, to be 1 . 
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thou cauſe of its applauded indifference as 


to the additions accidentally made to the en. 
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* eier of Pagan indifference . to religious 
matters, may yet remember man inſtances of perſecution 
amid their bülkted induigence. St. Palit Was brdiight to 


Atdopagus, and accuſed as a * ſetter forth of, ſtrange 


Gods,” Aft xvii. 18, 19. The ſame Athenians, at an 
catller pertod, are fad, Teptpuns x erhlame Tov 


ra, Ar vu Year haworoueyrs, Julian. Ort. F. vol. 1. 
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.  Bbt*Atheniah bigotry is again obnipleu 
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bro Abvaucy exaviy, &c. Suidas in voc. Tlywrey- Of. 
this-Tpirit of perſecution," ſoe other inſtances” in Joſephus | 


dont! Ap. Lib. 2. e. 3). who charges the Athenians with 


| Violited the temples eren of their "kindred idolaters, 


Cigs de Nat. Deorum, Lib. 1. c. 29. Ste the ſeve⸗ 
Cie; de Legibus, Lib. a. c. 8. And; laſtly, turn to the 
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| Reimar. 


K — es * * 
EV wal deci ond * * T1 . 1 ' "thro "4 
8 4 * ” b 5 F * "A - PE * 
6 * CY | "I R * 
4 4 * * - * 
A | 
2 - 
* * 
jp o 
C7 . 
, 


— 


iling ſtock of wei giout opinions v. If it » was 
at any timo ĩintereſted in ſuch a con p- 
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its dn idolatry illuſtrated by the varie- 


ties of it diſcovered elſewhere ; and its pride 
was ſoothed by t the e new new , though” differing, 


ſpecimens, of the lame ordhipping fant 


ani. dot not Pn van botiobe bag” avs but 
c eee e RT een 


besen Auguſtus, Agrippa, and Miecenas, in which che 


latter thus adyiſes the ſovereign, To ue Jeiov TevTy wav- 


 TW6 cure T6 0888, kara ra WATQIA,, u rar e AN 


AL RAZR Tove de in Zevgovres x1 mere ce MEI 
- ze v e, N. 


. 111 r ny . 8 2 Ne H4 a ave fi $5 = 


"Ol -There was another. cauſe for, this religious liberality 


afforded by the political acquiſitions which it made, Dum 
uniycrſarum, gentium-acra ſuſeipiunt (ſcil, Romani) etiam 
regna merueruot,. Minucius Felix, p. 5. Beſore their 
thirſt of univerſal congueſt, they had been very reluQant 
in this reſpect. re te Lib. 1, 6, 3. 

Livy, Lib. 1. e. „ A nme oy? 
See Lucii: eee eee eee eee 
Ela. Qt furte Joves ? Kc. and Cicero de Nat. 
Deorum/ Diba. c. 29. for varieties of the ſame Gods. 
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additional cauſe of offence muſt have 
been ſound by the Greek n the unnh,]i] ty 
raquinedſtom the profeſſors of the ſamb law 
afffaithilia Rather giving way to an inrüra- 
ble: refilſuals pb! fanoy, or thinking hes 
truthowas: only to be elic dy an inſinite 
. eee be bed Masten he. 
rachid himſelf to the paſſing banner of this 
ort chat ſophiſt, and ſplit his perſuaſions into 
as many N91 portions as might de 
Aae by the hoſtile names of his, mpki- 
plied leaders, To ſpirits ſo ambitiouſly con- 
tentious; what but difſarisfaAion muſt! have 
ſpring from'the peaceful acquieſcence ſud. 
| denly demanded by the Goſpel? To fink 
the fond. . into a 
one”. 1 Chriſtian 
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Qliriſian adoption of + 1 and 
the eme judgment, - ſpeaking dhe 
truth in — — 
eee eee eee ee 
from wham the whole: body, faith: "nd 
wk compatted by that which 
4+; theedifying of itſelſ im love, I was a plan 
ol too ſtritt an uniformity for the infinite di. 
| bringing the ſame ſalvation to all, was lefs 
Sb adi lle herd om writ or babas 
di Cori 1% ph iv; 1% 6. 
t had divided?" aſks the apoſtte, ali ed at 
the ſpirit / of diſſentioo that marked his Grecian conyerts,” 
1 Cor. i. 13. It was che effoR, of their natzonal habt. 
| Their old attachment to the diſoordant ſehovls of the ꝑhi- 


bobopbere is ſeen again in the fondneſs of ſchiſm which 
 bonlighted dome of them ts Paul, fore to Apollcs, on, 
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ws © DISCOURSE? V. | 
atera dive than |the' noi — his 
ever claſhing ſchoblo ; and che- thy 
ſhoritatively pronounced by the voice of 
Chriſtianity, was unheeded, becanſes it ag 
imagination n uf gate wives; 
views To one oft ni gaidow-laufBoRle, 
uch were ſome of-the-obſtatles ariſing = 
tothe Greek fromthe” [pirit of revelation: 
If} cher his relũctance towards it N fo. 
drawn: from its ĩnmard principles he pro. 
ceeded to ſurvey the diſadvantage of its ex- 
ternal cireumſtances :I It was at once loft yin 
its demands, and incapable of enforcing its 
acceptance by any concomitant worldly 
pober; nor would dhe Greek forwardly 
ad himſelf 0 K Altem, t to which he could 


een the. apt N 


augur,no, du WT rabilyy, becauſe, che apparent K . 
means of 


its 9 ſuch as to 
nns He threaten 
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 thieatem: its entinflion in- dhe, very btnempt· 


Happ ihy, we of the preſent time, whochave 
witneſſed its progreſs, and partaken of it 
which he thus anticipated its ſpeedy fall, 
| from the Want of that earthly authority, by 
which his own ſuperſtitions had gained their 
eſtabliſnment, and to whoſe operation alone 
be could attribute its ſupport.“ While he 
| heard che firm voice of dhe. Goſpel calling 


for the dereliction of Paganiſw, What were 


its exiſting circumſtances, as ſurveyed hy the 
calculating Greek P Its doctrines were every 


where in diſeredit, and its teachers deſpiledy | 
its ſounder had been igneminidully r ſlam 


and the ſame fate threatened che continua; 


tors of . 1 Mea 


t 


* Julian ml eaten fr; Chin and hs poſe 
tles, that they never could have expected ſuch a national 
eſtalliſhment of their doctrine, as himſelf had witneſſed, 
Mite wail ber (evi ate 20H, Kd. 8. 
Oyre dont. Jul Lib 6. . 206. —— irie! 911 
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furmounted by . uld, one day, be 
1 | Pinaty non,” What dhe 
comparing the | wonder then; 
with the the greatneſs of its de a 
was confirmed ſtill more in unbelief 2 
e Goſpel 
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He might, indec 
hd * d, have. 
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thackditontitiuation would be alſo of a celefs- 
tial nature, and its progreſs be conducted 
in a manner, neceſſarily differing from that 
of other ſyſtems ſpringing from earth alone. 
But his mind, as we have ſeen, was already 
in a train of diſſatisfaRion ſufficient to check 
the influence of this juſt coneluſion; and 
whatever the diſtance between Chriſtianity | 
and Paganiſm in their reſpective origins, 4 
prejudiced ingenuity was at hand to fill up 
the gap of diſſimilitude; tried the probable 
advancement: of revelation” by the uſuat 
ſtandard of ' the' ſuperſtitions of the world, 
and pronounced its inevitable fall, becauſe 
unfoſtered — "—— ee tem- 
nb tis which/ we | kinky now wag 
will be regarded rather 'as general cauſes of 
the rejection of che Goſpel by the Greek : 
we will wind up our enumeration with two 
others, of a nature more peculiar, and cha- 
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have forfeited the concluſions of his beloved 
- philoſophy. When the Greek, opened the 
eyes of his criticiſm on the exi op 
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the fabulous matter of theit religious michi- 
nery up to the fountain of unſubſtantial 
tought, and to have refined f popular 


perſualion of future perſonal exiſtence into 


5 the more attractive delicacy of preſent men- 
ral imprefſion.* Here there was an obſta· 
ele chat ſuddenly arofe to offend the refine: 
ment of the Greek. The Goſpel ſeemed 
to him to bring with it a revival of thoſe 


| notions which he had already laboured to 
explode, —notions, whoſe origin, unknown 


to the Greek, lay in the primitive commu ; 
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the theology of the vulgar, to have traced - 
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el of time, by the ſuperadded fancies 


” of many; inceſſantly, working on. the ſubject 
* ſoimereſting to his being. In external rites 
ol innocent import, revelation had known, 
from an early time to aſſume a neceſſary 

condeſcenſion,. and , grafted its everlaſting 
e « 


the exiſting ſtock of human 
s.* Now at length, when the 
agency. of God towards his creatures was to | 
be conſummated, its principle muſt be vin 
dicated from all imputed imperfeRtion, and 
the fomer indications of the divine views 


hey 
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ori bete Bat d e 


NO 1 roc cr AE 
_ . ſays St. Chryſoſtom, in admiration of the indulgence ſhewn 
by God to Abraham of the Chaldean mode“ of facrifico 


to which the Patriarch had been accuſtomed. Ac. AZ. 
P. . eee dae N. 
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commencement. © Therefore was the world 
finally made to witneſs the pure completion 
1 chat truth, which to the enk nn. 


* 
i ; 


dd a of Ways 
yered in the heathen world, baye been deemed by cer. 
tain Chriſtians of all ages, the impoſitions ef Satan pur- 
poſely mocking the divine appointments. Tingit et 
ipſe quoſdam, fays Tertullian of the Devil's imitation of 
che ſacraments, celebrat et panis oblationem. De Pre- 


ſerip. C. 40. In addition to'circumcifion and baptiſmy 


De Solis gives a liſt of various Catholic rites, which, ac- 
cording to him, the counterfeit malice of Satan had 2 
pared for the ſcandal of the faithful Spaniards in 
new world, viz. confeſſion of E FL GL 
involving tranſubſtantiation, jubilees, proceſſions, uſe of 
incenſe, and to (wind up the climax) the name itſelf of 
Popes, which the tempter had perſuaded the Mexicans to 
beſtow on their chief priefts. Riprove tutte ben chiare 


(adds he) che el non aveva inventato a caſo queſte immita- . 


zioni, o foſſe per profanare le ſacre cirimonie, meſcolan- 
dole con le ſue abbominazioni;/ o perche gli duri ancora 
Tantiea freneſia di volerfi aſſomigliare all' Altifſimo. Con- 
1 eech er Lib. 3. p. 35H Ke. 
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tion of the Greek, had been fondly diverſi- 
| fied by human hopes and fears, from the 
time of its original intimation. The Goſpel 
exhibited a God deſcending on earth for the 
benefit of man, and eſtabliſhed on the firmeſt 
© foundation, the dottrine of future perſonal 
retribution Both theſe {notions had been 
long fince in diſcredit with our philoſopher, 
who, together with the capricious machinery 
which human imagination had thrown 
around them, had diſcarded the- immortal 
| principle which lay beneath, who, if he 
| ſeemed to allow a deity,* rigidly confined 
him to his heaven, end who had ſpurned 
alike the imaged expeQation of eternal 
rewards, and eternal puniſhments. Thus 
ſituated, what was to be expected from che 
N n n e of his 


n 3 S ws 
Ne in offenſionem Athenienfium caderet (mark again the 
perſeouting ſpirit of the Athenians) verbis reliquifſe Deos, 
be ſuſtuliſſe. Cicero de Nat. Deot, Lib. I. c. 30. 
former 


diſpleaſure? No: his mind was: too; much 


tion. Philoſophy on the one hand, and ferip» = 
ture on the other, his taſte was decided. 


and his ſalvation ſuffered that his 


— knowledge might hold its courſe, 


Such was the. condition of the more: culii 


chriſtianity, becauſe, by accepting it, he 


would have deemed bimſelf giving ſudden 


countenance to that ſpecies of opinion 
which he had before laboured to explode; 
and the accredited ſyſtem of the Goſpel 
fell, in his undiſtinguiſhing contempt, toge- 
dr rid the l een, gy 
niſm. 
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: vulgar Greek had alſo his objee- 
tid; und che Gesel wos dootied to ter 


from the reluQtance of either party. He, 
to vhom the exiſting ſuperſtition was till 


which had repreſented his deities as deſcend- 
ing for their-meaner purpoſes on earth, had 
furniſhed himſelf with notions equally lia- 
ble, with thoſe of his incredulous country- | 


men, to be ſtartled at the relation of the 


8 His INIT rags in en. 
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d att be Me "His 


danse debt had been important enough to perform the 
lower parts of creation, and his Azyuoves to continue the 
fignification of the divine will to man. Therefore, the 
ſyſtem which repreſented the ſupreme Being on . earth, . 


- muſt have been rejected by him as inconſiſtent with the 


ſupreme dignity. Apuleius, De Deo Socratis,” infiſts 
on the fundamental maxim of Plato, Nullus Deus miſ—-— 
cetur hominibus, which he explains as we have ſtated it. 
W e equally hoſtile to the Goſpel, muſt have ſprung 
from" the (+; pgin of pas . p ee 10 


\pliſhing 
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pliſhing of their: deſigns, were form 
ſuppoſed to give certain indications of 
themſelves, though delayed for a while, to 
vinding up of actions, inſtituted amidſt ap- 
pearances merely mortal, betrayed, for the 


ſake of conviction, ſome celeſtial . : 


keg on the 8 final 4 


Y See the addreſs of Ulyſ to Mincrya nhl divorery 
of her nature, Odyſs. Lib. 13, 312, &c. Ae, ot, 
| Yea, Yum, &c. For the Pagan opinion of theſe occult 
viſitations of the Gods, ſce again Odyſs. Lib. 17, 485, 
&c. Kas Te Yeo: Eavorow eomoTes, &c. There was ano- 
ther, a more airy inſpection of mankind, attributed to the 
Deities. Hefiod is very particular as to the number of 
them thus employed, Teic vag N aoiw—Hega ETTRPEVOL, 
Tavry Oe ruyreg ex aunty. Op. ct Dier. Lib. 1, 250. 


See the fine picture, drawn by Callimachus, of J upiter 


himſelf watbing over the Juſtice of the world ; 
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different from that which had Wa en 
bebe eee eee 


1 tz5 I'S 


Y Ades cha e e ofthe 


* Greek accorded with the actual experi 


which are deſcribed in the Old Teſtament, 
as appearing on earth for the benefit of the 
choſen people, whether they were angels, 
or our Lord himſelf aſſuming other ſhapes | 


** This is one of the tumberiels inflances that might 
| be adduced to prove the deſcent of Pagan repreſentations 
(perverted, for the moſt part, in their progreſs) from the 
aQual proceedings of Heaven with the earlier inhabitants 
of the earth. As a ſpecimen, compare Gen. ii. 21. with | 
Odyſs. 18. 187,—Numbers, 'xxti. 34- with Sophocl. Ajax 
Flag. L. 69, 83, &c.—Joſhua, x. 13. with Odyſs. ag, 
443. and-Apollodor, Bibl. Lib. 1. c. 6.—Exod. iv. 12. 
with Odyſs. 3, 25, 30.—and Exod. xiii. 21. with the 
following fine paſſage of Xenophon, Tloyevop.evay de, exe 
wok; eyevers, Ae Ta Pug Ty Kuen u Ty GyATEVRLAT! en 
Ts ugavs Dave UC , woe Tarr, O ev pos 70 
elo EY yo venus Jap Te whos rc . Cyrop. 
dey 256. ed, Hutch. 
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1 his laſt coming in the fleſh, are re- 

| preſented as diſcloſing ſupernatural tokens, 
ſimilar, in effects, to thoſe attributed to the 
deities of Paganiſm, Their temporary figure 
either diſplayed a ſudden glorification, or 
vaniſhed from the eyes of the beholder. Of 
which ſort, were the angel that appeared to 
Manoah, and “ aſcended in the flame of the 
altar, t and he who talked with Gideon, 
and ſuddenly departed out of his fight.” _ 


Accuſtomed, therefore, to the belief of 


ultimate ſplendor, compenſating for previ- 
ous condeſcenſion, the Greek was diſap- 


See Patrick on Gen. Xvi. 7. Xviii. 10. and Xil. 11. 
That there were different opinions on this ſubject among 
the early Chriſtians, as there have been in later times, may 
be inferred from the hint of Julian. Speaking of the com- 
mand given to Abraham, Gen. xv. 9. he ſays T Te 
@avevTcs &Yyehs Bpoppyarv, yo: den. 8. Cyr. cont. — 
Lib. 10. p. 358. He had already marked this, 0 . 
arr ayer i Wooge B+ 356. 
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be pPiscobnsE v. 
pointed of his traditional gratification, 
when he ſought it in the incarnation of 
Chriſt. The latter ſtage of the Saviour's 
i life was more miſerable than any of the for- 
mer; and he, who, during his mortal ſo- 
journing, had not where to lay his head,” 
was ſeen to be © crucified and ſlain.” If 
the powers of nature were affected at his 
death; ftill that was not the preciſe ſign 
which the Greek had uſually regarded. It 
was not a circumſtantial, but a perſonal to- 
ben, that muſt ſatisfy him. If, when © the 
„ fun was darkened, and the earth quaked; 
and the graves were opened,” if, at the 
ſight of theſe attendant prodigies, the Cen- 
turian exclaimed, * This was the Son of 
God; the greater number had demanded 
as tagged ſole condition of their faith, the ex- 
cluſive pledge to which the Greek was at- 
tached. „ Save thyſelf,” was the demand 
of 5 thoſe that E by 2 and, If thou 
1 1 be 
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Mix pH EH n 
croſs. 


5 The ** ſigns, which were with- 


held at that time, had indeed been granted 


at another, and were to be indulged more 
than once again. During his miniſtry, 


Chriſt had diſplayed the defired mark of 


glory in his transfiguration on the mount. 
His face did ſhine as the ſun, and his rai- 
„ ment was white as the light.“ After 
his reſurrection, an indication, equiva- 
lent to the former, was given by him to 


the diſciples at Emmaus, Their eyes were 


opened, and they knew him, and he va- 
* niſhed out of their ſight.” T The final 
token of this kind, afforded by him, was 
| that of his aſcenſion. It came paſs, 
* while he bleſſed them, he was parted 
« from ther, and carried up into heaven.” 


ct. Matth. . 17 St. Matth. xvii. 2. 
n xxiv. 31. $ St. Luke, xxiv. 51. 
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But it was not to Pagan eyes that theſe 
charaRteriſtic ſigns were indulged. © They 


were witneſſed only by the diſciples of 
Chriſt, who were the relaters of them to the 


'reſt-of che world. And what more repug- | 


nant” to the pride of the Greek, than not 
only to want ocular teſtimony himſelf, but 


to * 1 the pn n e 


1 merey, we wit bins 
theſe indications withheld from others, 


whoſe infidelity was already determined; 


for even with that evidence they would not 


have believed; and accumulated perverſe- 
neſs muſt have brought on itſelf an encreaſe 


of puniſhment. However, the Greek was 
* A e e Offended at w_ 
Julian eee eee ee 
her revelations mage. to the Jews, and not to the reſt of 
the world. E, yap wavluy fuuv e Ye0gs ra marley Jinu- 
be denne, ag ri wemedev _ m cont. Jul. 


Lid. 3. 5. 406. 


17181 735 * 


; DISCOURSE v. why 
pel and his on expectations, he. ſacri- 
ficed the one to the other; ot, hearing 
that correſpondence aſſerted by thoſt to 
whom he was already diſinclined, he equally 
ceptable quarter from which it came : and 
the valgar became thus conmeRed in unbe- 
lief with the more refined. Such wele the 
peculiar obſtacles thrown in the way of 
chat people by the reſpective reaſoning of the 
ſeveral parties -among them. They were 
univerſally diſinelined to the ' Goſpel, the 
high together with the low, the learned 
with the unlearned, the ſceptical: with the 
credulous ; and Chriſtianity laboured to no 
purpoſe between an abſtracted philoſophy 
on the one hand, * a ee ee 
on on the other. 


ive were there none, then, to whom re- 
velation was e with due effec ? 
8 None, 7; 
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None, who were" not involved in the crime 


either of the Jewor the Greek ? Yes, thanks 


umph over original infidelity. The “Ring- 


be to God; faith had ſoon her ample tri- 


doms of the world” haſtened to become 
*the "kingdoms of our Lord and his 
Chriſt; and that which had been a 


«ſtumbling block,” and * fooliſhneſs,” was 


mad the power of God and the wiſdom 
„of God, to all believers. Only it be- 
came us to ſhew, by what perverſeneſs of 


mind, : oppoſition firſt ſprung up to a "RO 
trine. © Ong of all tr 


Sach. then, has been the i of out 
thoughts concerning the Jew and the Greek. 
The former has been impelled to the ac- 
cepighite Bf a ſpiritual Meſſiah by the per- 
petual dependence of his political condi- | 


tion, and by the aſcendency of his religi- 


„ Revelations, xi. 195. | + 1 Corinth. i. 23, 24. 
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ous deſtination ; while the cauſe of his in- 
fidelity is the fruſtrated hope of a temporal | 
ſovereignty. The latter has been invited to 
dhe Goſpel by the adaptation of its miracles 

and doctrines to the principles of his own 
criticiſm. But the conviction "afforded by 
this mode of reaſoning he alſo diſclaims, on 
account of the irkſome obedience” com- 
manded by the Goſpel, and his unyulling- 
nels to ſubmit, in peace, to the ſovereignty 
of any ſyſtem; eſpecially that which wanted 
| the means of promoting its reception by 
the attendant influence of worldly authority. 
Of his remaining objections, one is furhiſhed 
by a philoſophy equally prejudiced againſt 
all religions, the other,drawn from a ſuper- 
ſtitious ſpirit obſtinately attached to the in- 
ſtitutions of 1 its national 1 * * 
But ſhall wa. entered into a diſguib- 
tion, gratifying to curioſity alone, and not 


capable of ſolid uſe? * Do we ſo fight, 
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6% DISCOURSE, | 
as one that beateth the air? God for- 
bid. For each of the arguments here ad- 
duced will apply itſelf to the confirmation 
of our own faith. The inferences drawn for 
the. Jew from the conduct of his hiſtory, are 
equally. calculated for the Chriſtian, fince 
they comfort us with the aſſurance that we 
have received the true Meſſiah whom he diſ- 
allowed. Meanwhile, the cauſe. of his er- 
roneous rejection will hardly tempt our 
minds to a dangerous imitation. It was a 
national cauſe, affecting only the ſons of 
Iſrael. Our own faith, therefore remaining 
uncontaminated by the enquiry, we ſafely 
contemplate the infidelity of the Jew. 


Our vie ws, ve confeſs, were not ſo re- 
mote in our treatment of the Greek. If, in 
the preſent times, there are any diſinclined 
to the Goſpel, they are ſuch as would tread 
nie villas d. 

1 Cor. is. 26. 
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in his ſteps rather than in thoſe of the Jew ; 


the philoſophical ſcepticiſm | 
of the one, in preference to the more ſullen 
and intereſted refuſal of the. other. There- 


® fore, to them we have ſpoken through the 


„ 


perſon of che earlier unbeliever. Them we 


have endeayoured. to perſuade, by argu- 
ments appropriated to their aſſumed modes 


of thinking. But in them alſo we find the 
fatal objection Which firſt ſtrikes us in their 


corrupt models. Iths the dreaded pain of 


religious obedience which 4 ring them to 


its divine evidence, authority is ſtilf denied 


he profeſſion of inßdelity If, in ſpite of 


by them to the Goſpel, it is that its purity 
may now reſtrain thee, and that they may 
deem themſelves at liberty to © commit all 
« iniquity wit greedineſs.“ But let this 
awful truth bè well remembered: whe- 
ther we believe or diſbelieve, the great 
purpoſes of the Ggſpel are travelling on- 
wards to their accompliſhment. And happy 


WM | they 
A - $f | 
N *, » "3 « 
* w & & 
L 8 * 
33 » 


3 
5 
* 
| — 
N 
0 


—ͤ—ñ—ÿ4P2 — * OO I 
* 


they, bo, before the dreadful ws of as. 


1 piscobfök v. 


count, When the hidden mggives of all our 


actions ſhall be 4 * * me % men 


5 philoſophy which perverted 


208 haſt, the wo 


Judices of 50 6 corrupt 


* Chriſt, the Son of the ma Gods 


«and angels,” wy furmougg 


praled the Jew—the influencg of a vain 
fe Siek; 
and penetrated with a due ſenſe Mihat reve- 


- lation which calls chen to #5 can ant A out 
to its divine Author, Th 


5 earneſt faith, venouneing b + other confi * 


language of 


dence, ** Lord, 


+: whom ball ves B Thou 
of eternal "Iife; and we 
* believe, and are ite, that hay #1 th ur 
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. ERRAT As 5 


* 
Piage 30. J. IF 
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